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WHEREIN | ; * 


PÞ Every Argument made -uſe of by the Litter-Writerg| is 
. fairly Conſidered, and clearly Refuted. And that the 
8 NIcENE CREED is ſufficient to ſecure the Chri- 
*Þ tian Faith from all Hereſies, eſpecially the Arian, „ 1 
| fully demonftrated from ATHANASIUS himſelf, _ 


* B the AUTHOR | of the ESSAY. * 9 1 


SorrER Wowns might have e as well and have never hurt. 4 S 
the ARGUMENT, / it be any. The World will eaſily ſce the. x 
© Difference between Reaſoning and Railing. - 

EO Dr. Warzxraxp's Supplement to the Coe of Aras 2» 1 6 

; % , Subſcription, pag. 41. = 

Let he Things which were confeſſed by the Nice nao 88 

prevail; for they are 7ight, ard ſufficient to overturn all the - 

mioſt wicked Herefies, but eſp the Aria. i 

Sr. ATHANASIUS's Words, cited by Bp everIDepin his. 

N on the xxxix | Articles, "ial Edi | Þ 181. 

Printed fbr T. Coorx, at the Globe i in n nent f. 1 
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M Intention in writing al an Ess av fr e 4 
_ Review of the Book of Common Pray- 
ER, if my Word can be taken for it, was 

' with a Deſign to do Service to Religion 
in general, the Church of England in 
Particular : And that an Undertaking ſo apparently ad- 
vantageous to Both, might appear in a ſtronger and more 
convincing Light, it therefore was, that I expreſſed fuch | 
Reaſons and Arguments, as might be neceſſary on the 
Occalion, in the Words of the moſt Orthodox, and 
Eminent Writers of our Church'; more eſpecially Where 
any material Alterations were retbthmend nded':” And the 
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4 « N fo 8 
e 1 bought at laſt to have ſecured my ſelf from 
Slander and Reproach, Controverſy and - Diſpute, whe- 
ther the Deſign itſelf might be well or ill eſteemed ; as 
being either unneceſlary, or not well timed. And as 
this was done with Chriſtian Views, it was no leſs en- 
deavoured to be performed after a Rational and Chriſtian 
Manner, without Cenſure, Reflection, or Abuſe. In- 
deed, ſome Expreſſions therein may be thought fevere 
againſt the Priefts and Jeſuits; and which were ufed, 
more to expoſe their known Arts and Stratagems, for 
defeating, if poſlible, the Attempts of any Reformation; 
(which was the immediate Deſign of the Eſay tc to recom- 
mend) than out of IIl-will to their Perſons: and for 
this only, I little expected to have been repreſented, as 
4 Friend to, much leſs one of them. | t 
BUT by a Letter in Mr. HgokRR's WEEKLY Es: 
MISCELLANY, of the 19th of O&dber, L. find 
my ſelf miſtaken in every Part; for I am not only 
drawn thereby into a Paper Controverſy ; but alſo much 
traduced, ſlandered, and abuſed ; nay, rendred ſuſpicious 
of being a Papiſt, tho for no other Reaſon afligned by 
the Author, than. my often ſuggeſting, that the Papiſts 
would oppoſe my Scheme of Reformation. Let the ju- 
dicious Reader judge, if that is a ſullient. Reaſon to 
prove me one. 
BY IN this charitable Letter, I am os, repreſented ; 
. 0 A Man of ſmooth Art, great Guile, and treacherous Ini- 
guiiy; ; my Honeſly even queſtioned.” In one part, ac- 
 quitted * being an Arian, or Socinian, As receiving 
the 4 Creed, and the 72 four Petitions of aur Li- 
| | wh 7 
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ftroned, as to the Orthodoxy of my Faith,, and to complaat 
ny Obaracter, I muſt be a Deift, Antitriniturian, or Pa- 
zi: For if any Part of the Effay was writ to gra- 
tify either, as the Letter-Mriter inſinuates, I could 
fſearce do it, without being one or other of them. But 
for ſome Reaſons yet unknown, he would chiefly per- 
ſuade the Reader, that T am a Papift. r 
ed the Publick, what Colaur of —_ he _ for wy 
would have thanked him. 

THESE ſevere Charges, and e 1 
We that my Reader may have at one View, 
the Manner in which this Orthodox Writer (perhaps 
Divine) has treated me: Whether, any thing offered by 
me in the Eſay, has given Occaſion for ſuch Pu 
ment, or can any way juſtify him therein, I am very 
willing to leave to the Determination of every candid 
Reader, who yet has, or from this extraordinary Repre- 
ſentation thereaf, dares venture, either to peruſe the 
Ess Ar, or this DE FEN E of it; and if nothing will 
be there found, to give Countenance thereto, What 
muſt the Author think of his own Conduct, for ſuch 
an unprovoked Treatment? Allegations unſupported, 
foreign alſo to the Point in Debate, could no way tend 
to demonſtrate the Truth of what he thought neceſſary 
to eſpouſe; ſueh a Method, may pleaſe and ſucceed with 
the Weak and Credulous, but can never be approved of, 
or agreeable to, the Wiſe, Judicious, and Diſcerning. 

IT may therefore be neceſſary, to inform the Read- 


er, what gave Occaſivn to my Author's Refle&ions, be- 


fore I reply to what he has offered, as to the chief Mat- 
ter in Diſpute; and here it muſt be obſerved, that the. 

Letter-Mriter expreſſes no Diſlike of the Defjgn- in ge- 
utral recommended by 1 me, but rather approves thereof; 


ME bor 
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rn ary eangroget and-intelligible 3” nor does 


he appear any way * diſpleaſed with the Specimen of 


Prayers, except the Collect for Trinity Sunday ; "for if 


he had; no doubt we ſhould have heard of it. What 


only offends * him is, my propoſing. the Athanaſian 


Crecd to be fotully rejected, or _ - frequently uſed, 
and the fore mentioned Colle 3 both which ſhall 
be fully conſidered: As to the Creed, J offered two 
Reaſons, in the Words and Expreſſions of the moſt or- 
thodox and eminent Divines of our Church, for the Diſ- 
uſe of it; what I ſaid of my ſelf concerning the Creed 
and Trinity, may be proper to recite for the Reader's Sa- 
tisfaction, to whom my Appeal is made, to judge be- 


tween ug: my Words ate theſe; As the Athanaſtan 


Creed has been the Occaſion of great Strife and Con- 
te tention, and of very uncharitable Diſputes among 


«Chriſtians; it is ſubmitted, whether it would not be 


te an Inſtance of great Wiſdom, Prudence, and Charity, 
te in our Governors, was it left entirely out of the 
6 Book, or its uſe confined to Cathedral Churches only, 
cor left to the Miniſter's Diſcretion, as ſome Hymns 
and Prayers are; and in the room thereof, to read 
either the Nicene, or Apoſtles Creed; for the Trinity 
te being allowed by all to be a Myſtery, in the Nature 
of the thing, it cannot be capable of a clear, certain, 


and defined Explication, as to the Metaphyſical Eſ- 


& ſence, Subſtance, and Property of each Perſon in the 
% Godhead ; and yet it is attempted to be done in that 


Creed, tho' little eber Haut of ms 4 REI 
% and-Pious Perſunn s 
M RNeaſons gerek that Creed for one 
5 of the oiker, Are: e n 5 
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10 been greatly diflatisfied with t. 

Secondiy, IN fegard the true Faith wil be equally 
« ſecured. and preſerved among us, by the Uſe of the 
«© Nicene, or Apoſtles Creed; either of which contains 
e the Sum, Subſtance, and Fundamental Articles of the 
« Chriſtian Faith; as I ſhall preſently evince, from the 
« beſt Authorities. Theſe are . mn I N 
only Words that can give Offene. 

I immediately produced the Teſtimonies of Mr. Cage, 
LINGWOR TH; Biſhop TAYLon, Archbiſhop T11.1o0T- 
sow, and Dr. Cave, in their own Words, in proof of 
my firſt Argument; whereby it appeared, * that Mr. 
CHILLINGWORTH diſliked it, “ for being falſe, pre- 
ſumptuous, and fcb iſmatical, on account of the damning 
Sentences,” and therefore repugnant to the Word of God. 
That Biſhop TAYLOR thought it . contrary to natural 
Reaſon ; © that the Scriptures aid Little of thoſe Curio- 
ſities of Explication ; ; © that to put Uncharitableneſs in- 
to the Creed, and. ſo make it an Article of Faith, per- 
haps no Faith of ATHANAsIUs, was what ſeemed very 


hard to him. That Archbiſhop Ti.LoTsoN ©© was 


no way ſatisfied. with it, and wiſhed we were well rid 
of it.“ And that Dr. Cave obſerved, << that the Dif- 
fculties in this Creed, which was not received in the 


Church till the Year '1 000, did, to many learned and 


conſiderate Men, ſeem very great. 


IN ſupport of my ſecond Argument, I demonſtrated | 
by Quotations taken from our moſt eminent modern Di- 


vines, viz. Mr. CItIL LIN WORT, Biſhop TavyLor, 


Biſhop PE ARS ON, his preſent Grace of Canterbury, Bi- 
e nee Dr. ent Mr. OSPERVALD, 


umu 
* » Pag 41, 42, 43+ i 5M 
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— Ueclats Ta cellor * Kind; 
der ds Apoſtles Creed did contain the. Suns wad: a5 
tance of the Chriſtian Faith. 5 
AND my Obſeryatior chatted: ue in theſe | 
Words ; * That therefore the Apoſbles Creed contains 
$5. the neceſſary Articles of Faith, I hope is fully demon- 
—— the Poſſibility of Cavil or Denial. And 
<< to prove a Point ſo eſſential to my Argument as that 
. in order to have ATHANAs1Us's Creed exchanged 
be —B etwebacarties 
| & and 


3) + Permit me, nn 8 004 Gol the An- 
a a few more Teſtimon ies, out wag Great Man's Criti- 
cal Hiſtory of the Creed, pag. 4, 5. 

St. Aus ri calls it, the — of the Soul, in 
i Perfection of Believers, by which. the. Bond. of Infidelity 5 
„ Jifolved, the Gate of Life is opened, and the-Glory of Faith 
er js ſhewn : Little indeed in Words, but great in Myſteries; 
% ſhort, ſo as not to oppreſs the Memory yet comprehenſive, 
ſo as to exceed the Underſtanding. Worthily therefore is 
this Creed to be attended unto, ſince whazfever is prefieured 
u the Patriarchy, declared in the S$oriptures, or foretold in the 
«© Prophets, concerning the Bled Trivity, and the Myſtery of our 
Saviour f Incarnation, Death and Crucifixion, is contained in it. 
J. Cas$1aw writes, that the Crerd comprehends in it- 
40 « ſelf, i in few Words, the Faith of both Telaments, and the 
6 Senſe of the whole Scriptures.” PETRUS Cunrs0Loovs, 
« that it is the Entrance into Life, the Gate of Salvation, 4 
« peculiar, innocent, and pure Confeſſion 3. the Covenant of Life, 
** the Plea of Salvation, end the indifloluble Sacrament c of F aith 
between God and Man. 

© Maxruvs Favtixensrs calls it, © a” Symbol, by the 

Sign of which the Frith are ſeparated from the Unbelier- 
* whoſe Pub makes every Believer of it x Chriſtian.” 
$7 And by Ix EN Aus, TeRTULLIaN, NovaTIAN, and Je: 
« Rom, it is called © the Rule of Faith and. Truth, 
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THE Reader will rt a 9 Difuſe way 


| . by me, than the 
2 ah will now, . the nander infirmation, ants 
d i fully. what the Letter- luriter fays, in Anſwer 'there- 
t to. His Words are in the Beginning : of his Letter: 
18 © I muſt do him the Juſtice to own, that in Page 48; 
„be has inſerted a Salvo for Cathedral Churches, to 
d Sing the Creed as before; and he is conſenting, that 
„(for the reſt, it may be left to the Miniſter's Diſcre- 
„tion, either to uſe it, or to change it for ſome other 
Creed; which is as much as to ſay, that provided it 
(de but once ſet afloat, he can be content, that it 
ic Wl © ſhould be ſent off decently, or leiſurely, and according 
s to Art. The Whole, I think, depends upon the 
th 


« Strength of his Arguments; for if his Pleas fot drop- 
1 * ping that Creed, or for lighting it at all, be ru and 
© WW ja, no matter how frankly, or how ſuddenly it were 
” WH: thrown off: But if his Reaſons be falſe or wrong, then 
„ © the dropping of the Creed in a ſmooth, artful way, is 5 
„only doing an I Thing with the yo GONE on 
it. “ adding Treachery to [niquity. | 

t- MY Reaſons for the total Diſuſe of the Creed; you 
will remember, were given in the Words of the great 
Men before mentioned, and not my own: And if their 
Reaſoning be falſe or wrong, J can be no otherwiſe in 
fault, than by making uſe of them on the Occaſton; but 
my Author has not proved they are ſo. (As to my Ar- 
guments taken from Facts, that alſo remains unanſwer- 


-F ontrary to his Promiſe) Now wherein is there Guile 
„ d Treachery i in all this? Is ſo openly tecommending 
8 bo rol 1 Dini of the Athanofin Creed, * two clear 


"ik cider from the Reaſon « - the | Thing, an x Inſtance K 
thereof? I believe none will ſay it is. And ſpould it &. 
be ſo eſteemed, the Cenſure will not reſt on me, but on 
thoſe Great Men, whoſe Words ſupplied me with that WW << 
Argument:; But if the infinuated. Guile and Treachery Ml © 
appear in the ſingular Inſtance of recommending the L/ 
of that Creed at the Miniſter's Diſcretion, (one or other . 
of which it muſt be, if at all; for its Uſe in Cathedral Bi < 
Churches was no way to be altered, unleſs by a total Bil © 
Diſuſe) then, the ſmooth, artful Manner in which it © 1 
<< was intended to be dropped, doing an III Thing with MW | 2 
40 the greater Guile, and adding Treachery to Iniquity,” Ml felf, 
| are Epithers that will not ſtick on me, but on the Com. 
miſſioners, in the Year 1689. who were appointed to Re: 
view the Liturgy ; and whom his preſent Grace of Can- 
 Zexbury, as you will find in my E/ay,'* declared on 2 
very ſolemn Occaſion, Were a. ſet of Men, than 
45 which this Church was never at any time, bleſſed 
<< with either Wiſer or Better, ſince it was a Church.” 
And yet theſe Moſt,” Right Reverend, and Reverend 
Perſons," fo exalted in Station, ſo eminent in their Pro- 
feffions, ſo pious and exemplary in their Lives, are the 
Perſons to whom our Author's Character, Of doin} 
ee an ill ' Thing" with tbe greater "Guile, and addin 
. Treachery to Iuigquiiy, does ſolely belorig,” and nid 
> 0 my ſelf: for they agreed to lay before the Convoca- 
tion, had they afterwards met, à Propoſal, for having 
this Creed exchanged ſor the Apoſtles, at the W r 
e Diſcretion, as Dr, Nichols informs: us. 
Hs Words are, + 4 The Reverend Perſons 4 
« now fortliwith Pin theinſolves to > tis Buſineſs whic! 
2 l #4 ; ; $f c wil 
a go * —_ 'EN 7: S 46 n : ol 0 —— | þ 
I Defence of the Church of Englrds p. 117. Eng. Edit. oy 
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% was laid before them, and begin their Work ih a 
Review of the Common Prayer And firſt of all, the 
04 Calendar comes under Examination; ban whence the 


« Apocryphal Leſſons are expunged, and Chapters out 


1 ſubſtituted, to be read in 


« their room. The Creed which is called ATHANA- 
« $1uUs's, becauſe it is found Fault with by ſome Perſons, 
<« by reaſon. of the Damnatory Sentences, is PERMIT» 
„ TED TO CHANGED FOR' THE APOSTLES 
© CREED}. AT THE DiscazTION o THE Mi- 
«© NIST ER. l 
NOW what muſt this Latter iter: think of Em- 
ſelf, thus to aſperſe the Memory of ſo. many great and 
good Men; to fix on them this Character, that they 
were Perſons of ſmooth Art and great. Guile, and who 
tould add Treacbery to Iniguity; and for what Reaſon 
are they, and me, thus indecently treated, why! only for 
recommending the Exchange of the Athanafian Creed for 
the Apoſtles, at the Diſcretion of the Miniſter : Indecent- 
ly treated do I call it; no, let me do a little Juſtice to their 
pious Memory, and give it the Term it deſerves, a moſt 
baſe Calumny, a moſt foul and ſcandalous Reflection, 
not only on themſelves, but on his preſent Grace of 
Canterbury; who, before Lords and Commons, on a 
Publick Occaſion, in a very ſolemn manner, not only 
gave theſe very Perſons the Character, of being a Sett 
F Men, than which this Church was never bleſſed with 
ether wiſer or Sn} but alſo r in favour of that 
Deſign. 

IF the Author is a cp he ought to take 
Shove to himfelf, for thus vilifying the Dead fo un- 
Aeſervedly ; and in the Face of the World, charging 
his Metropolitan, with aſſerting a maniſeſt Untruth, 
and that before the higheſt Court of Judicature in 


whom- "his Grace thought, had — manns Gies 
that — which I am now Ale de to 
vindicate, from an Aſperſion of the Akte Nature, caſt on 
both by this Letter-#iter. For his Grace's Charactet 
of them muſt be falſe, if the Letter riter's Aſſertion 
is true, that to leave the Athanafian Creed, to be uſed at 
the Minifter's Diſcretion, - is an Inſtance nn and 
treacherous Iniquity. 

IF he is a Clergyman of any Eminency, it Ai 
aggravates his Guilt ; and ſo far from receiving Thanks for 
his Performance, may expect to be rebuked and cenſured 
by his Dioceſan, for thus defaming the Dead, offering 
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ſuch an Indignity to his Metropolitan, and impoſing on D 
the Reader's Underſtanding. But I ſpare him here, be- to 
cauſe he is ſo skilful in the Art of Defamation, that I ex 
ſhall have occaſion again preſently, to obſerve his = mi 
1 Talent, in that Part of Diſputation. 


( 


BUT there is another Thing, which my Author 
Par neceſſary to make Introductory to his Argu- 
ments, and to which I ought to reply, before I enter 
upon the Matter chiefly in Debate; his Words are, 
« Creeds are very tender Things to meddle with, and no 
„ good Man can fit patient, under any era Afper- 
c ſfons caft upon the eſtabliſhed Faith. 7 
IT O which, I anſwer, that Creeds are, no abe 
very tender Things to meddle with, but, Are not the 
Cionſciences of Men, alſo to be treated with all imagina- 
ble Tenderneſs? And is not every Man's Salvation of 
much greater moment, and nearer concern | to-himel}, 
than it can be to another? Does an Impolition of 2 
Creed, doubtful, abſtruſe, and unintelligible, and which 
— | the 
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3 bog ſubſeribe ity may not either Be- 
lieve or Underſtand, tend to the Security; or if yo 
will, the guarding of the Chriſtian, Faith? Will Chri- 
anity be the ſooner promoted, or Deiſin extinguiſhed, 
for making Men profeſs, what they do not or cannot 
believe ? Or is the injoining ſuch a Creed, and damning 
thoſe who do not believe it (as far as Man can do) an 
Inſtance of Goodneſs, Piety, and Charity? When ano- 
ther Creed that contains the Fundamentals of the Chrif- 
tian Faith, can be ſubſcribed . and believed, without 
making the Perſon either inſineere or a Hypocrite : to me 
I confeſs, the one appears as agreeable to Reaſon, Scrip- 
ture and Truth; as the other ſeems diſſonant apt oon- 
trary to either. 
NO T long ſince, a very Euter rand moſt — 
Divine, was pleaſed in an Argument he was engaged in, 
be- to carry the Obligation of Poſitive Duties, to a moft 
t I extravagant height; and which in its Confequences, as 
eat much tended to undermine and deſtroy all Morality 
(which is in Nature and Obligation, eternal, and un- 
hor i changeable) as any Deiſt could have done, to fap Reve- 
zu- htion. Methinks this Writer much reſembles that Au- 
ter thor in his Reaſoning : Fhe one. affirms, (to the beſt of 
re, my Remembrance) that the. Sacrament of the Lord's 
no Supper, by being a poſitive Duty, is the Perfection of 
er- ¶ Firtue, and the receiving it makes a Man a good Chriſ- 
| tian: The other ſuppoſes, that the Impoſition of a Creed, 
bt, more obſcure, and leſs intelligible, than any other which 
the does contain, the prime Truth, and is intelligible; tends 
na- more to guard the Faith, and make Men true Believers, 
of than a Creed, that is moſt clear and intelligible. 
5 THE inconſiſtency of cither with Truth, will better 
" a appear, by giving an Inſtance in each Caſe. A 17 
ich » Cayman, a, Dei fs or. Diſſenter, is offered a Place; 
the | 8. a — 
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| other a goed Man, a gead Chriſtian, ot a good Church. 
mam In the other Caſe, let us fuppoſe a Clergyman 
is offered a Living, but muſt on that - Occaſion, ſub- 


ſcribe to the Athanafan Creed; and which, though he 
believes all of it, except the damnatory Clauſes, yet not 
believing them, and being otherwiſe neceſſitated to comply 
for. want of a Maintenance, he Subſcribes thereto: But 

does that cog n ? or make bim a good and cha- 


in | the firft Caſe, Is not the ſacred er of Chri ft 
moſt | vilely proſtituted, by ſuch an Abuſe of it? And 
in the other, is not 2 honeſt, but neceſſitated 
Men, made Hypocri 
prime Truth of the Gopal, the Soller and Nicene 
| Creeds ; Men of exemplary Piety and Goodneſs, able to 
do abundant Service in the Miniſtry, and yet without 
Sin, cannot ſubſcribe to the Athanaſian Creed; that i is, 
a Man muſt be guilty of the Sin of Hypocriſy, in fay- 
ing he belives that Creed, tho' he may think, with the 
great Mr. CHILLINGWORTH, © That the damnatory 
Clauſes are Schiſmatical, and Repugnant to God's Mord: 
Or, with BiſhopTAyLoR, Hat in the Scriptures, little 
is ſaid of theſe Curioſiti ſties of Explication,” which are to be 
found in that Creed: or if he does not ſubſcribe, himſelf and 

: Family muſt Starve. Whether theſe two Doctrines came 
from the ſame Quarter, I know not, yet I humbly own my 
Ignorance, in not being able to ſee. the Orthodoxy, or 
_ Chriſtian Piety of either, For 1 cannot underſtand: how 
the bare Reception of the Sacrament, makes a Man good 
and virtuous, or tends more to ſecure the Truths of 
Cbriſtianity from Dezſn, or the Church's Danger from 
Presbytery ; than fub/cribing the Atbanaſian Creed, makes 
2 2 a 


* 


od 


| Letter-IWriter fo filently paſſed over what was produced 


e een the Faith from Hereſy. | My Rea- 
= is, - becauſe neither hinders the Mani ſort of Men 
from being admitted, into the wifible Communion of the 
Eflabliſbed Church, (from whom Danger can alone be 
apprehended) and yet good and uſeful Men, are chere 
often excluded the Communion thereof, 

As to any injurious Reflections caſt by me on the Efta- 
bliſhed Confeſſions of our Faith, I intirely deny the FaQ, 


| unleſs it be in propoſing the abſolute Exchange of the Atha- 


naſran Creed, for the Apoſtles or Nicene. And if that is 
an injurious Aſperſion on our Eſtabliſbed Confeſſions, it more 
properly affects Archbiſhop T11107Ts0N, Biſhop Ta x- 
LoR, Mr. CHILLINGWORTH, c. in , whoſe Words 
my Arguments were offered for the Exchange, than it 
can my ſelf. © But if any ſuch thing is to be found in the 


Quotations taken from thoſe great Men, why has the 


from them? For it muſt be obſerved, that he has made 
no Reply to the Reaſons and Arguments of Biſhop Tay- 
LOR or Mr. CHILLINGWORTH, no more than. to 
what the great and good Archbiſhop T1LLoTsON ſaid, 

in wiſhing we were well rid of it, And as. to the Uſe 
of this Creed leſs frequently, I mean at the Miniſter's 
Diſcretion, I need add no more to evince my being inno- 
cent of caſting thereby any injurious Aſperfions on our 
Eftabliſhed Confaſſions of Faith, having already ſaid fo 
much on that Account: and I believe my Author would 
be glad, was he as innocent of caſting a black, and cri- 
minal Aſperſion, on ſo many Prelates and eminent Di- 
vines, as I am clear of his Reflection. Indeed, I do 
believe it was only intended againſt my ſelf; but to de- 
fame a ſingle Perſon has no Beauties in it, even unat- 
tended with ſuch multiplied Circumſtances of Aggrava- 
tion and Guilt, as is the Caſe of the Letter-Mritier. 
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; =: would adviſe Him, to Walter dm time on the 

Fick Ofe of injfduinus Epithers, in the Courſe of an Argu. 
ment, before he again appears in Print; leſt he more 
burts himſelf, than he does his d v by chat bon 
way of Writing. E 

I now proceed to ever the argumentative Part of 
his Letter; for hitherto he has been only abuſing me 
with what View I know not, unleſs to prejudice People 
againſt peruſing my Eſey, and approving the. Deſign re 
commended in general ; or by raiſing their Attention 
more to the odious Deſcription he had given of me, thai 
the Truth 1 had utter'd ; that the Weakneſs of his ow 
"Arguments might more eaſily eſcube Obſervation. 

THE Diſpute then, between my Kube and me 
may, T think, be reduced to two - Particulars ; the on, 
whether the Reaſons given in the Eſſay, to exchange the 
Arbunaſian Creed for the Apoſtles or the Nicene, are con- 
cluſive: For if they are, my Author in the Beginning of 
"his Letter admits, It is no matter how frankly, or 
"how ſuddenly it was thrown off. The other is, which 
of the two Colletts for Trinity Sunday, the new or the 
old, is the cleareſt, plaineſt, and leaſt obſcure. 

As this can only be determined by Reaſon and Ar: 

gument, and which ought in all Caſes to give Balance 

to the Scale, according to the Weight of either; ſo al 
1 afmatiens, Surmiſes, and falſe Repreſentations, eſpeci- 
ally thoſe of a Perſona] Nature, ſhould be prudently 

- abaridoned :- and nothing but what immediately concern 
the Matter in debate, ought to be regarded. 
THIS is a preliminary or certain Fruth, ſo eſſentially 
neceſſary to the Diſcovery of any one Fact, that who- 

5 ever would darken and obſcure, what another moſt hear- 
W- - —tily-wiſhes to have cleared up and explained, e 
* more to do, than to prejudice the _ Minds, :w 
1 Ben 


—— 


e 
N 

* 2 i * 
i 


Intentional; or Conſequential; and then, tho he knows. 
no more of ſuch Author's Perſon, his private or publick - 
Character, than he can of his Intention, or ought tod 
believe of a diſowned Conſequence, yet it too often 
ſucceſsful to drop the Truth in diſpute, by leſſening the 
Force of an Argument, that without ſuch artificial Con- 
trivance, would always prevail over Error and Miſtake. 
The preſent Age affords two Inftances ,” to con- 
firm the Truth of this Obſervation ; the one a moſt ex- 
cellent and late exalted Prelate; the other a very eminent 
and pious Divine; whoſe Joint-Writings will remain 
everlaſting Monuments of their great Abilities, Integrity, 
and Humanity: no leſs eſtimable for Solidity- of Argu- 
ment, Perſpicuity of Stile, and Strength of Reaſon ; than 
remarkable for a genteel, decent, and reſpectful Treat- 
ment, towards Thoſe they differed from; 1 1 
o of added Luſtre to their Performances. 1 
THE Reader, from what has 3 ſeen of 
nch the Letter-Mriter's Skill and Dexterity in Miſrepreſen- 
tel tation, will therefore excuſe me for making this previous 
| I Remark; fince more of that nature will too ſoon appear. 
Ar- FROM the Words before extracted (pag. 3.) out of 
ne my Eſſay ; which I there did at large, to prevent Repe- 
all tition, and whereto I refer my Reader; the firſt Thing 
ec: the Letter-Iriter attacks me for, is, that T have faid, 
th WW the Athanaſian Creed was an Explication of the Myftery 
ni of the Trinity; which he very roundly fays, ' © is all 
If © Miftate: but indeed does admit, that- r'ocrafionally 
Wy explains the Doctrine of the Trinity. 
bo- HIS Words on the Occaſion I will preſently tran- 
1. An at length, and fully anſwer: But as the Reader 
no will meet with many Military Expreſſions, (which, had 
45 e eee eee would not have been cri. 
ou tically 
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8 INS — to. allun 
him, be need not be afraid ; for my Adverſary talks 
much, but does little Execution: He is expert enough in 
Words, but. his Reaſoning and Argument perform no 
Exploits. Indeed, from a Conſciouſneſs, I ſuppoſe, of 
their inefficacy;! be will now and then play a Game at 
By-ftrokes and by Inſinuation and RefleQion, attempt to 
execute, what the Mealneſi of his Arguments could not 
e 
Weapons of Truth and Reaſon, I hope every Reader 
will be my Second, to prevent my being hurt, with his 
many artificial Ones. From that Preſumption, with 
thoſe only, I will engage him: And that I may be juſt 
to my Adyerſary, and give my Reader an Opportunity 
to ſee the Engagement fairly performed; I will extract 
my Author's chief Objections to what I have atiemed, 
and then make my Reply. 
IHE Subſtance of what the Author bye, in An- 
ſwer to my Aſſertion, that the Athanafian Creed at- 
tempts an Explication of the Myſtery of the Trinity, 
apprehended by me to be inexplicable; is as follows, 
„That it is all a Miſtake: the Creed never attempts 
« to explain. any Myftery, but to fence and guard it 
<< againſt inſiduous, Opponents, aiming to make it no 
« Myftery,—That it guards the main Doctrine, That 
s the Principal Deſign of the Creed, is to guard againſt 
« all Artifices, not by explaining the Myftery, but by 
t unraveling, or obviatin 7 invented Subtlety brought 
4 to undermine it. That the Creed does occafe onally 
« explain. the Doctrine, not the Myſtery of the Trinity. 
„ But yet it muſt be obſerved, that explaining is not 
6 the main Buſineſs of the Creed; for that might be 
e done in much leſs compaſs, but guarding 3 and even 
WO * that 


A which 4 
« time. 1 know but of ons Par; 
lating to this Head, which loo 


6 &: ; and vet. even r that i is not Pre illuftrating c | 


« is tacitly obviatitig 4 fubtle Obje&ion. = — In the 
& mean white, neither the Union of God-Man, nor the 
« Union of Soul and Body, are explained i in the Creed, 
&« or n That judicious Divines have — 
«> wont to lay, that of the three” 
& intended to declare the Faith, the” fecotd to 10 
& it, and the third to guard it. 

THUS have I fairly and fully recited my Auibof 
Expreſſions; and however they may appear to the Reader, 
I know fiot; but, I think, muth Obſcurity, doublings 
and treblings, may | be diſcerned thereiti by” any cet 
Obſerver. For Inſtance; 9 

SAYS he, „ The Creed never attempts to plate 
iny Myſtery ; and yet àdmits, it does cccaſinally d- 


plain the Doctrine of the Ti rinity. That <« explaining 


is not the principal Difign, or main Buſineſs of the 
C reed, but guarding: (1. e. explaining is a part, but 

guarding the principal or main Buſineſs of the Creed; y 
therefore expKinitig is no part.) That what 11 Erplana- 
tory, (juſt now, it did not attempt to Der is guards 
ing at the fame time, (i. . I ſuppoſe being explanatory 
and guarding alſo, it ceaſes to be explanatory at all; the 
leſs Commiſſion being loſt in the greater.) That“ only 
one Paragraph in the Creed, looks like pure Explication. 
% That the Creed does ſtim to ilfaſtrate (the Myftery 
of) the Union of God-Man, by the Union of Soul and 
Body.“ 8 and od te is not properly illuſtrating that 
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e pure Exptica- : 
i tion; and that is, where the Cretd' /cefns to Arat 
« the Union of 1 5d. Man, by the Union of Sout and 4. ; 


'Creeds, the firſt was 
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eh lain it, ang th Irs 4 the Ni. 
ceng. Creed, more concil $444 leſs. nies mn — the Atha- 
a fen, does explain. the F. zich, vz. the Myſtery or Doc- 
tine of, the Trinity, Which juſt now was inexplicable : 
But Fi" Athanaſian Creed, for being. more minute and 


express, it not explanatory, but only , 2 Guard: to ſecure 
t. "Faith, | which, tho? inexplicable there, yet is ex- 


lained in the Meet, whole Province i it ſeems to be. 

Was there. eyer ſeen ſo many Contradict ions in ſo few I 1 
Liges.2 . Either he | ctter-W/ riter, or, the Author of the R 
Eſſay, is a fad Logician ; ; * but 1 leave the Reader, to judge | 5 
whom of the two it is. en 

AEFT-E R the Teri ir. riter has A%g aowed, that C 
the Faith or. Myſtery of the Trinity, i is explained in the T* 


Nicene, Creed, (for the Trinity, was it not a Myſtery, 
could not be an Article of Faith) 1 think more need 
not be ſaid on this Head, than to refer, my Reader to 
both 'Creeds, to ſee if the. Aibanaſian, is not more 
atory of the Chriſtian Faith, than the Nicene, 
| to explajn it; and urges the Teſtimony 
of many learned and . Divines, who, coneur with 
bim therein. 

HAVING thus detetited my. Ach of A on 
| Hlings, and dark Reaſoning. as to his Diſtinftioa between 
the. Explication of the Faith and Doctrine, or as I hap- 
pened to term it, the Myſtery of the Trinity 3. and proy- 
ed from himſelf, that the Athanefian Creed is really ex- 
planatory ; I now come to conſider, what Streſs there 
is in his xo me Weg a 8 
e Faith. ed $i 

I confeſs, this is 2 new and ſubtle DiſtinQion, or at 


bes, appr fo io me: and if true, it is ſtrange the 
Letter- 


1 SM 
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ee, N ld not far? produced 9915 4 x 110 
Crbeds being 
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Dr 
e e the Tine whin, "or ie Occativf*0f;"thk 
appointed a Guard to the Chi ian Faith. 
lad it been ſo nèceſſary a Guart' 'theteto, as He repre- 
dents, Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory moſt certainly would Tye - 
us thettof, and my "Kuthst Ne fror thente'; 
but his Open carries a ſort of f Convittion, that. it EY 
more than could be done; indes » Biſhop Tay LOR 
"ys, it was preſcribed to others by te * Biſhops of Rome, 
not as a Guard, but in the * I; as man) gther 
Things Fefe introduced 5 "by this „ without 5 5 ff uſt 
Reaſon. | | | N Part (1 E310 ped 
B U ＋ my Author thinking the "Aﬀeriion,.; A "I 
em Proof of what he had advanced, makes the kollowir 


Concluſion; <* Such being call: y the Caſe, it ne not 


be thought ſtrange, if pF: e A the onſequentii Fand 


'* mare rmote Articles of this Creed appear more obſcure, 


18 1 the Pine Doane themſelves, for. in the wm 


be bo. f 


— TEE. 
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b a very improper Guard to the Chriſtian 55 g 
is it i in the Nature of Thing 255 that the 7 and 


mort remote Articles of this 2 reed. (or any other) muſt 
apprar more obſcure, than the prime Dedrines, themſelyes? 


(i. e. Truth) and is it ad% in the Nature of ; Things, 
that what is thus ore obſcute than prime Doerines, i i. g. 
Truth, ſhoutd be rather impoſed on the Conſciences .of 


Men, than a Creed, which is Je leſs obſcure, and does con- 
tain the prime 'Dietrines, or only, the Truth? To me, 


| 752 Author r s 


ä to 0 be a very obſcure Reaſoner. 
"Bp"; 5 What 


* Vid. E 854%, pag. 42. 
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4 "4 Du} reve of the COIE ot 
What an excellent Caſuiſt would. he make, to adviſe \2 
3 J * oo ſcrupulous Perſon ſooner. to take a Teſt, wherein 7 ruth 
E 76 Fa » madę obſcure by. remote Conſequences ; 3+; than. a Tefb o 


clear, as to contain only the prime Truth ?.. while the this 
one. inſures Safety to the molt. ſcrupulous. Conſcience, nent 
15 other 1 would tend no les . e and perplex 85 
ret 

E Apoſtles Gre * wherein the prime  Dodtrines, or A 
Truths; is contained, 78 recommend asa Teſt; my Au- Bit 
"thor, on the contrary, the e Aibangſi an, which he admits ties 
p be) more obſcure, and unintelligible, than a Teſt that witt 
only contains the prime Truth. Now which of theſe poin 
two, ſeems to promiſe moſt Eaſe and Quiet to a ſcru- unle 
ulous Conſcience; T4 leave, every Reader. to ny and Pun 
who is the 'beſt Gaul. to f. 
Ars next Paragraph 1 entity. a ove of, viz. tain 
4 That if Subtilties of Men may endanger the Faith WI curi 
(1 bes | leave to add any Truth, ) ft uch Suhtilties ought to be WoL 
guarded againſt i in a proper Way :* T The Letter-Writer ed i 
in himſelf, has eh 5 the Truth and Necefity of the bis 
Thing, and which occaſions my taking fo much Pains, peat 
to guard the 2 againſt | the many,  Subtilties to be Scri 
wet with in his "Letter. Pop 
* now xeturn more e particularly to confider his Aa and 
Went, us is to the Creed's being a-Guard to, the Chriſtian "2 
aith. And as this depends ſolely on Scripture, or the i Gay: 
Red ſon of the Thing, t to them can we : only ſeek for mu 
Sutegetten. N 1 ** ligit 
> THE Queſtion then is, whether this Creed be really elf 

à Guard to the Chriſtian Faith, and ſuch a neceſſary pri: 
one, 48 bught to be continued; and if I can prove, that I was 
the Chriſtian Faith, i: is neither guarded. nor ſecured. by | his, 
it, which 1 hope fully y to evince, then my. Author wil con 
2g. ny ill of me, DN 9 to have : a Creed il 


. 


8 


1 „ that is not ; only Words they - Chriſtian 
þ Faith, but has many needleſs Diſputes among 
d 
C 


'C Chriſtians, which otherwiſe would not have been: At 

this very time, the Reader will obſerve, | how many emi- 
8 nent Biſhops, and other great Men, have been abuſed, 
c by the Author J own Letter c on the Jccaſion. of this 
Creed. | 
| AND if we fearch 1 1 may fay with 
Biſhop . TAYLOR, we find there, bttle of fuch Curigſi- 
ties of Eaplication of the Trinity, as are to be met 
with in this Creed; nor do we read of any guard ap- 
pointed by God himſelf, to ſecure the Chriſtian F aith, 
unleſs the Scriptures, themſelves, and thoſe Rewards and 
Puniſhments of another World, promiſed | or threatned 
to ſuch as believe or disbelieve the Truths therein con- 
tained : Had any other Guard been neceſſary for the Se- 
curity of the Chriſtian Faith, can we imagine, God 


4 + fa VP 
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"ed it in a Manner, that all might have _ ſaſe under 
his Nr. but from Scripture, nothing of this ap- 

This Creed then has as much Pretenſions from 
38D, to be a Guard to the Chriſtian, Faith, as the 
| Pope has from thence N to explain i it ; ; Juſt as much, 
and 1 no more. . 


45 2» TE - as. 


ſays he, « Teſts intended to guard any prime Poſition, 
muſt of courſe be more minute, and therefore 4995 inte]- 


«< i % 


was 5 Daſs a certain prime Truth: But my * — in 


contrary, as the Reader has, and yet with W find. 


? — * 
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AF P74 
, THAT! 


I muſt follow my Author yet farther o on n this Subje, | 


| his, own Letter, bas afforded . ſeveral Inſtances to the 


t 
' 
U 
} 
1 
* 
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ecau ny 88 mene t 
— = from the Danger 7 th 
Anti ; being 3 A Guard bo the Gerit Faith; 
- beg leave to enqh wire what he means by 2 Guard: T 

Word, when uſed" in Cantroverly, I apprehend ſignif 
* 0 end any Truth, or ſelf-evident Propoſition, h 
Reaſon and Argument when .called in Queſtion 3. if fo 
„ "then 1 think his Uſt prime 125 4 is not a prime Trith; 

and f far from being of any Weight to ſupport his Ar 
Bument, for the retaining that Creed, that it is in fag. 
a very good one for its total Diluſe, 25 I will 20 . 


£7 


Pp H TE r Ha of Reafon a nd | Argument, 777 cer 
71 is, to r 812 any Truth, by a an | Explication| of ſuc 
"Truth, El mare clear and intelligible, than bs; ; that 
if poſſible, it might be level to the meaneſt Capacity 
ith this View, : Criticks and Tearned Men, publiſh 
Comments and Annotations on the' Scriptures, that the 
ruth of 4 any difficult Text, might” more eaſily appea 
"and be A underſtood. But if the E xplication oi 
uch "Truths, was to be 5 intelli ible, than the Ten 
* explai ned by them, ſuch E aplication would be ho Inter. 
pretũtion, and their attempted Deſign would be invertet 
and become uſeleſs; 3 becauſe ſuch Ex E xplicatjons, would be 
truly, . more mmute and bj; intelligible, ; the Letter 
c Writer yery Juffly obſerves, than, the printe 75 rath, 
ot or Texts of ' Scripture. | m_ IE n 
A N D Was it to be as mi Nulbor ſux ppoſes, that 
"Tefts the more minute they are,, "thy 1 eſs Intelli gible thy 
100 Be 70 the V gar; * BB that” an Reaſon to, make fuch 
"tes intelligible 1 minute Truths, a 'T;Hf therefore on the Ci 
"ſciences of Men, eſpecially the Prulgar : and leſs diſcerning? 
Surely not. I then ſubmit it to my Reader, whether Hs 


own, Argument is not a very ſtrong one, for "Di 
n i 5 


ene mare. obſeure,, minute, an leſs # of ot Ae coin Sa I 
19 the Vulgar, than the Wot Truth itſelf. 1 moſt hear-. - I 
ty return him Thanks, for ſupplying me with ſo frong = 
and juſt an Argument, for exchanging this. obſcure, mir 

mute, and unintelligible) Creed, for the Apoſttes x. whars, 
my Author admits, the prime! Truth ilſelf is declared; b 
and I think, after a very clear and intelligible Manner... : l 


BUT the Letter-Mxiter, ſenſible that his laſt Poſis; 23 
„ tion, would not appear a prime Truth, to the wary, and: 1 
"i judicious Reader, endeavours to guard his tuen, Pofition; = 

23 well as he could, by the following Compariſon; the. * 
er Instance is, This prime Poſition, King G EO RGA 1 
i our rightful Sovereign, is an eaſier Propoſition, and 4 
agg more intelligible than many others made uſe of, by way; | 
55 « of Guard, in the Renunciatian of the Pope's Supremacy. = | 

g or in the  Abjuratian Oath : Both which, notwiths. - 
e fanding, are found needful to ſecure the prime Truth Wo 
aug and are not thought the worſe of, for being ſo minuta, " 
"B+ or for taking in ſome Terms of Art, or of-Lawg 1 


" * ſcarce. intelligible do every one, that 1 18 obliged to take, 


8 thoſe 7 %.. "i .4 
tel NOW whatever my * * indund by offering | 

de chis Simile, in Maintenance of his  Pofition, I know 

= 


not, but fear it will terribly rebound. For that the 
Vards of the Oath or the Renunciation of the Pope's 
upremacy, are not ſcarcely intelligible, is, I think, falſe 
in fact, as will evidently appear from the Words them 


by elves; permit me to recite Part of the 1 

Kg hich b N one is obliged to ſay ia che Wand, A 
In- 

A | in the ener, pay Senſe of the Wards, read 

ns 


* unto me, as Ou are commonly — by Engliſh 
K an Hro- 


2 „ A& y we Nl ; 


— 


thiught, the Winds were r ook eh and intelligi.' 
Be. "Phe Woids H the nb me he wand S. 
12 this Detteh-IW bite: theti 5 e that thej 
are not intelligible (or ſcarcely ſo, which is the very ſame 
thing) and that the Legiſlature ſhould, by an Act of 
Parliament; require the People bf Englanu, to ſtuca- 
and ſelemnly declare their Belief of a Fact, in Word: 
that were ſcdrce intelligible. What a Reflection is 
this on the whole Legiſſative Power, on the Memory of 
ſo many glorious and immortal Princes, Noble Lords, 
and Right Reverend Prelatet, who firſt enacted that 
Law, and have many times ſince ratify di and confirmed it. 
MET HINKS, however he might indulge himſelf 
m Terms abuſive and injurious to the Author of the E 
ſay, yet he ſhould have ſpared Majgſy itſelf; and the 
feepreme Power of this Nation, But to what a pitch of 
Indecency, ſometimes Inhumanity, will the Orthodox) 
of ſome Men tranſport them? But as a learned Biſhoy, if 
the ſuppoſed Author of an ingenious Tract (and which 
ought to be in every Proteſtant's Hands) well obſerves, 
Orthodoxy * attones for all n ns Sens, extin- 
guiſbes all Virtues: | 
PE RH APS un Letter Writes: chas not et 
this, when he made the Compariſon. ' T will not antici 
pate the Reader's candid Conſtruction on the Occaſion, 
but do think my ſelf, that the Compariſon, Botbevn 
well meant it might he, yet it was no leſs Wee than 
foreign to the Argument. 
FH E Papifti indeed, will no abe thank him, fot 
writing a Weekly Letter, and then diſper ſing it in Town 
and e Ke Nee is er- that the Oath of A. 
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FR prin nd — a Pen Supremacy; - 
* cpreſled. in Wards ſcarce intelligille: For if true, 
} was greater Reflection can be thrown on the glariont 
HY Rewolution; our immortal! Deliuren, and each, of, his 
sat Succeſſars, than to inſinuate, that to keep out 
Papen and the Pretender, the Fele are obliged, to take 
7%, in Words ſearct. intelligible ! But tho it Will pleaſe 
„am, yet every true? Proteſtants, and. hearty, Friends to 
de preſent bp Eſtabliſmcur, muſt inwardly; grievey 
i WY to fee a Fa of ſuch Aoment and Importance to both; 
ff placed in a Light {> falſe and ſcandalous. ! 297 275d 1 | 
; HAVING chen fully, I hope, evinced, the! little 
weight of Reaſon and Argument, in what the: Lgtter: 
. Vruer has: hitherto urged, as to the Atbangſian Cresd's 
being a Guard ; and the, contrary of which, will pret 
© fently more fully appear. I proceed te conſuler: bib 

«WJ Anfwer to the ſecond Reaſon given by me, for exchang- 

ing che Atbanaſun Creed, ſor the Apbſtles or Nicene's 


As to the-firſt [Reaſon aſſigned by me, you will remem- 
er, he has made no Reply; and here he again begins his 
Invectives, and charges me with being guilty of , Fallacy-: 
th Truth-of 'which, my Reader will preſently be a Judge. 
HIS Words are, From what has been ſaid, may 
« appear the Fallacy of another Argument, made uſe. of 
4 in the EZ ay (againſt retaining the Lthanafian Creed) 
„ namely, tipat the poſes; Greed . contains all the Fanr 
* .damentals.—- forbear to urge, that thoſe Diuines, who 
« admit the Apoſtles Creed, as a full C atalogue of Fun- 
& 4ammtals, do mean, provided always, that it be un- 
4 denſtood in its true and ancient Senſe 3 I take no M- 
tice, that many learned and judicious Divines (of. the 
Foreign Proteſtants eſpecially). make no Scruple af 
& 8 denying the upary about a auen Su 
31 da : 
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reed a0 a complet Catalogue of Fundamintalt, 
„ what is al} that to the Point in hand? The Queſtio 
few is not, whether that Creed eofnprizes' al Fundamen. 
c tab? but, whether it takes in all that is ordinarily ne 
* ceflary''to guard thoſe Fundamentals againſt -Equivo 
« cation; and vile; or inſiduous Attacks? It is plain, 
« that it doth not; ſince every Arian or Socinian, wil 
Lie readily-Tabſcribe that Creed, retaining the * re. 
A une ing the Faith wrapped up in them. 
I have recited the Letter-Mriter's Words at a boi 
for: the Reader's and my own Eaſe, and there are many 
things in them to be confidered ; and here I cannot but 
obſerve," What a ſingular Knack my Author has at af 
prming and denying: Says he, I forbear to urge, what 
he. really did urge; and, I tate no Notice /, What he 
actually did take Notice of; charges me with Fallaq; 
For ſaying "the | Apoſtles C rend contains the Fundamental 
of the” Faith ; yet, himpelf admits it, and ſays, That 
is thoſe Words, the Faith is wrapped up.” And if it wa 
a Fallacy,: muſt not the great Men, whom I cited, that 
fa it, be alſo guilty thereof ? It's | obſervable,” that my 
Author has not accuſed me of any one Crime, but what 
Biſhops, Fathers, and the greateſt of Men are involved in 
the fame” Guile, F any,” witch my ſelf; nay, even Coun- 
cis of ſome hundred 'Biſhops, cannot eſcape the Cenſure 
of this ene eee en 3 mn 
appear. N 3) Hut £ 2 A. an At 
"A ND-yet, the Leher Writer: himſelf Db whe ** 
Fallacy; in ſaying,» 1h Apoſtles Creed contains the Fun. 
damentals Faith, if the Words are underſtood in the 
true and ancient Senſe. I hope, I do underſtand them in 
the right Senſe; But ſhould I. not, what thew? / Why, 
1 an a fallaciotts en 1 WW 
1 1 „ 
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Writing ſo much Truth, as may be found in the Een. 


and this Defence of, it. Kn hace AD 


Apoſtles Creed to contain the Fundamentals of Faith; 
I know: no. other Meaning they had, but what their: Ex- 
prefions declare: and if they had any contrary thereto, 
ig would be a much greater Inſtance of Fallacy,. than 


they expreſs, and the ancient Senſe of the Creed was diſ 
ferent from the modern, and that this Zetter-Writer knew 
what was right and true of either, why did he not let us 
know both, and thereby kindly: acquit me from an in- 
voluntary Fallacy, and have alſo. charitably reſcued my 
ſelf and others from Miſtate; or, as he may think, He- 
? This would have been an Inſtance of much Goods 
neſs, as well as Orthodoxy; and till he thinks proper to 
do it, I can return him no other Anſwer. However, I 
think, in theſe laſt Words of my Author he begins to ex- 
plain himſelf, . and that the Secret is diſcovered ; wiz. 
that tho he admits the Apoſtles Creed to contain the Funda- 
mentals of Faith; and ſays, that the true Faith is therein 
wrapped up ; yet he cannot think that Creed ſufficient, 
without ſome other Guard, to ſecure the Chriſtian Faith ; 
becauſe, ſays he, every Arian or Socinian will readily 
« ſubſcribe that Creed, retaining the Words, renouncing 
e the Faith wrapped. up in them.” And if that is the 
true Secret, I am glad it's come aut. 8 f 
FOR my own part, I always took it to be hs higheſt 
Inſtance of Charity, to judge favourably of Mens Hearts 
and Thoughts ;, and therefore if any Man would, in a 
fſeriaus. ſolemn manner, profe/s the Chriſtian Faith,. in the 
rds of the Apoſtles Creed, in which my Author agrees 
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AS to the Meaning of chor Wines a 9 


what my Author had before accuſed them and mne of. | ö 
BUT if thoſe Divines had another Meaning than 
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rity of a good Man, will never permit him to think, 
another races in his Heart, that tric Fuitb, which 
in lo many Words he declares to be His Behef. 
I muſt carry this Argument a little farther : May not 
the ſame Man ſubferibe to the Atbana ian Creed, re 
tailing the Wort, Penbuncing the Faith uur appel uh it 
them It is certainly poflible. If ſo, wherein is on- 
mote a Guard to the Chriſtian Faith than the other ? 
Belides, had the true Faith wanted any other Guard to 
fecure it; than the Nieene Creed, how came it to paſs, 
that the famous Council Which made and eſtabliſfied that 
Creed, on purpoſe to ſtem the then prevailing Arian 
Hereſy a Council compoſed of 315 Biſhops, aſſem- 
bled from all Parts of the Chriftian World, to conſider, 
in the maſt ſolemn manner, What might be the beſt and 
moſt effectual Expedient to ſerure, or guard tlie true 
Faith; I fay, how kipper'd it that they did not inſti 
tute ſome ſuch Guard? And yet we read of no other 
Guard appointed by them, than the NVicene Creed, Which 
uridoubtedly they thought fufficient, without any other 
 Explicatiaror Guard: or elſe their aſſembling from ſuch 
remote Parts of the World, was of little uſe” to the 
urch, or that Chriſtian Faith, Which they met on 
purpoſe to ſecure, from any future Hertfy, or the A. 
tempts of its Adverſaries. What! did not ſo many learn- 
ed and pious Fathers of the Church, Know what waz 
neceſſary to guard the Chriſtian Faith, better than this 
Letter Writer, whoever he bes Surely, When the Chril 
tian Faith, neither before or ſince, more Tequited a'Safe- 
Guard':'to defend it, can we pofſibly "conceive, that ſo 
many : Biſhops as were r nu "would have omit- 
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"al NG: apoio his NEW SM GLA to 65 3 
dure che Uri Rath, beſficles the Nicene! Creed, had 
they imagined that Cres would not have — 
To queſtion it, reflects om their Þ idence or Knowledge 
i keaſt, if not to bring them under the fame Condem- 
nation With me; 82 . omitted: 50 ratify Daus 
or Anttitr initarians.” _ 
"AND if my Ol Baby b. cine Steen —_ 
ing the Diſuſe of the ;thinofian Creed, is not this ve = 
| nerable Council expoſed to the ſame Cænſure, for not ap- | 
pomnting "ſuch a Guard as that is ſuppoſed to be? My; i 
Reader then will obſerve, that this Hhethir defames by = 
Steps; he begins with private Biſhops, and rand with Ge- 
weral Cointils ; and all' this, that the At bur of the Ee 
my be eſteemed, a ſad wicked Man; a Man of _ 
ſs Aft, but greater Guile, for adding Treathery w  _ | 
Iniguity. And for what is he thus repreſented ' to the 
World? why! for dropping a Guard to the Chriſtian 
Faith; as the Letter-I7/rirer pretends : A Guard wo ee 
5 Sori of Biſhops, thoſe of Nice and Comſumtinn --- 
ple, Would not ſee any erf: N —_— 
ſuch'a Creed as the hangen. 
BUI if it is Tniguiry in me to cb the M. 
cene Creed, as a ſufficient Guuru, or Security of the 
Chriſtian Faith, how will the good ATHANASTUs hims 
Tf, one of that Council, eſcape the Cenſure of being 
guilty of the ſame Imguity; conſidered, either collective 
ly, or as an individual Member of that venerable Aſſem- 
bly? I hope the Letter-Writer will bear to read what his 
good Friend ſays, and alſo permit hit Achuaintance to 
read bis Words, tho not my Eſſay: what comes from 
Ara#xnavvs himſelf, ſurely, can have no ſpice of A+ 
rianiſm. Vou will find his Words related by Biſhop 


wer „on . of that a 3 in 
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reny „ 2 to the Regarc 
will erte EA aragraph from oe 1 
Words are 6 +I ſhall not; take it (the Nicens Creed) 
4 to pieces here, but only ſhew in general, what Eſteem 
the Fathers of old had of this Creed. And here I 
ac might firſt ſhew how there were above 300 Fathers 
ct one time in the Council of Nice, that then did 
4 unanimouſly ſubſcribe unto it, amongft whom Ar HA- 
40 NASIUS himſelf was one, who hath left his own 

* Fudgment in particular upon it, in his Writings, ſay- 
ing amongſt other things; Let the things which -were 
<« confeſſed" by the Nicene Council prevail, for they are 
<« right, and ſufficient to overturn all the. moſt wicked 
«& Hereſia, | but | eſpecially the Arian, that blaſphemes 
« the Word of _ and fo PEG fheaketh Evil 7 
«the Holy: Ghoſt. 

80 that — e the a 3 
fuſſcient to overturn all the moſt. wicked Hereſies, eſpectally 
the Arian, of which my Author ſeems mo/t afraid: Where- 
in have I then ſo much offended, by. recommending the 
Uſe of a Creed, which my Author's dear Friend ſo much 
extols; and that Ar HA x As ius did ſo much approve there- 
of, is one ſtrong Circumſtantial Proof, among others, that 
the Creed under his Name, was never made by him; for 
if the Nicene Creed! was full enaugb, to verthrou the 
moſt wicked Hereſy, in the Opinion. of ATHANASIUS, 
Cr nab By that be ſhould.make 
m_— 

"© E Words of Mr. Bain par in his Perſuaſev 
10 the People of Scotland, I beg leave to tranſcribe, as 
being very pertinent on the Occaſion; + ſays he, 
4k 8 Creod 0 e of the ane ) has been 
; 1 always 
: Got . of the XXXIX Article 10 Edit k. 191. 

"i Page 880 | 
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F wy ER SARI the delt "Teſt againſt 'Arianiſm; Ma- 


6 cedonianiſm, r. of old, and Socinianiſm of hte days, 


«of. any Conſeſſion of Faith that has been uſed in the 


« Church; without excepting the Atbanaſſam. This is 
the Creed I have recommended; and do believe in: but 
what is Orthodoxy in one Man, is Heterodaxy in —_—_ 

BUT, fays the Letter-Writer, “ a Creed (i. e. 
© Apoſtles) ſo perverted to a' low and wrong Nr 
4 ing (viz. when ſubſcribed by one, who will retain the 


«'J/ords, but renounce the Faith wrapped up in them) 


C does as much want other more explicate Formularies, 
* to ſupport its true 
e once depraved by falſe Gloſſes, wants ſounder Com- 
«ments, to reſtore it to- its primitive Beauty and Per- 
ce fection: Therefore it is highly requiſite, to have ſome 
&« ſuch Creed, as the Athanafian at hand; in order to 

& gu the more effectually againſt Seducers. a. * 
3 T readily admit, that the Apoſtles Creed, aur any 
other, perverted to à wrong Meaning, as well as Scrip- 
ture depraved by falſe Gloſſes, may in either Caſe, want 
the Aſſiſtance of Explication and Comment, to reſtore 


each te A true and right Senſe ; fo it be. more, and not 775 


intelligible, by being minute; and yet, does it follow from 
thende, that either ſhould be enjoyned as an Article of 
Faith? Why muſt Man's Explication of the Articles of 
Faith, which are but ſo many Texts of Scripture, be- 
come ſo ſacred, as to be made a Teſt of; when a Com- 
ment on all, or any other Parts of Scripture, is never 


inſiſted on as a Teſt? For inſtance, ſuppoſe Ar HANA- 
$1Us was the Author of the Greed under his Name, 
(which I do not admit) as Biſhop PATRICK certainly 


was, of ſeveral Commentaries on the Bible, and each 
well performed and eſteemed, yet what Reaſon is there 
* en the other, to be ſubſcribed to as 
Articles 


Senſe and right , as Scripture, 
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eeaſcs th be uſeful, when impoſed, on ſuch Men to be- 
lev, a8 khink * cgn ea 
heve.. . 
. FR OA 3 1 infer, that my 2 the 
right in his Premiſes, is very wrong in his Conclu- 
fion.z I mean, ſhould the Apoftles Creed be perverted ti 
«wrong Meaving,. which I grant may be poſ dle, et 
des no Conſequence, that the Athauafian Creed is requiſite, 
to guard againſt it; or that any Explication in Defence 
thereof, ought to pe made a Teſt,» or Article of Faith, . 
I pow come to conſider the Facts urged by my Au- 
thor, in reſpect of his darling Creed: There is near twa 
hundred V ears difference between him and me, / a5; to 
its Antiquity and firſt Uſe in the Church. I leaye it to 
the Reader to believe. Dr. Cavx, a very eminent and 
karned. Divine, or this anonymous titer, it not being 
worth 2 Diſpute. I therefore haſten, to RANG en 
Truth of other Facts, much mare material- 
AND now. my Author, fearing (not without 4 ju 
Cauſe of Fear) that his Arguments hitherto would not 
bare the Teſt of the Judicious and Diſcerning, he begin 
to uſe 3. Ertl mouth ain lidl nN bares 5 Accuſation, 
Compariſon of great Guile and treacherous Tniquiiy) 
and e Paſſions of Men; and thereby, if poi 
fible; to fave. his dear Creed, from its. threatned Def 
uu and to that Purpoſe, implores the Aid and. Aſif 
tance of all foreign Proteſtant Churches Abroad, and 
Diſſentem at Home, to diſoountenancs the Attempt ; for 
be repreſents the throwing out of this Creed, as con: 
i trary to the Sentiments of the Greet Churches, the 
** Lutheran and Calviniſt; and as what would give great 


fe eee every 3 Member of te Church af 
2 4 * Eng- 
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Kt he ſays makes up ulk and Body of 
. ns 1 * e 
I inuſt confeſs, this lock fo TY N af ja 

my Reader by this UinE, experience ed the Truth and mn 
fufneſs of my former Gutian, not to be terrified at ny. 
Atverlaty's Ede, he nig here be ii pain 2 
me; and either queſtion m Coura rage, of blame my Fru 
deddez for p feb? Tacker But A little Patience wall. 
make hin i 8 7. x perfectly caly; whatever nay be the, 
GE of the Lell, f rit 
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I x 1 9 15 Greek 1 and it i is ; hotbrious, | 
15 al that they deny the Proceſſioii of the Holy Ghoft. | 1 
font the Son; and Who therefore cannot be ſuppoſed, 
to recelve 1 it. And that the exchanging the Hhanafian 
Creed, for the Apoſtles or Nicer icene, would not be diſagreeable. 
to the Proteſtant Churches abroad; | is plain from the Letter 
Mentioned in the Eſſay Ll (made uſe of by his Grace of 
Canterbury, on the Trial of Dr. Sacuzver 1.) by which, 
it appears; © That the French, German, and other 2. 
reign Chriftians, of of the re firmed Religion, in Holland, 
Genera, Swit th and other Places (excluſtie of theſe 
the Lutheran Enn) * 7 eemed the Conditions pro- 
2 in the Bill, for uniting roteſtants, which bad been 
(- communicated to them, as Terms full of ( Chri iftian Mode- 
dan, and fit fr the Uniting 0 of Priteſtants. And vou 
" Ki remember; I have proved from Dr. Niei HOLLS, f 
(who, As "Biſhop Kr NNET informs us, Þ. had an Abſtract 
« ho. Proceedings of thoſe Commiſſioners in 1 689 89, 
F com- 
" Page 17. | 4 Page 117. of his Defence. 
t 0 of England, Vol. III. p. 591. the Notes, Letter & : 
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ian Ceed, "was agreed by them, 1% be, left -indiffer 


the Diſcretion of the | Miniſter. r 
TAY, it is rkable, that the Bock herein 


Dr. Nichols obſerves this, was intended by him, as 
at Appeal to the Foreign Proteſtant Churches, to inter- 
poſe, and if poſſible, comppſe the Diffetences between 
75 Proteſtant Churches at Home and Abroad: His 

ords are, © ] APPEAL. To THE Cnuzch OF, 
r AHR PROTESTANTS; before them let our Cauſe be 
<< tried ; that all the Holy Perſons throughout the Re- 
« formed World, may endeavour to find out ſome Me- 
* thod, bow the Differences among t the Proteſtants of 
« dur Country may be reconciled, and the Wounds of 
e our Engli ſb Church may be, healed.” And can it be 
imagined, he would in this very Book, have taken No- 
tice of the Athana Haun 'Creed's being, intended by the 
Commuſnioners, appointed to review our Liturgy, to be 
6 Thdiferently uſed, by our. Church, had they either 
retain'd it themſelves, or were much DOE, to its Diſuſe. 
Theſe are two Circumſtantial Proofs, that the Foreign 
Churches are at leaſt not very tenacious of che Creed; | 
ſhould it be uſed by them. 
FOT ſuppoſing * the Fact uns, as repreſentel by 
the Letter- M riter, that their Sentiments, were to the 
greateſt Degree in favour of it; 5 this vill 0 him little 
ſervice.” 

"FOR it muſt be obſerved; that his Arpument, for 
retaining this Creed, taken from Foreign Churches, 
whom he ſuppoſes to have a great Veneration for i it, is 
built on the ſole Authority of thoſe Churches, and not 
from the Reaſon of the Thing; an Argument that ought 
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to > have no Weight in the he poll Cale, 4 becauſe. my Au- = 9 
thor bimſelf, if a Proteſtant, will deny the Validity A 
thereof, in other ſimilar Inſtances; I ſhall mention and 
which will prove the little Deference he himſelf pays to 
thoſe Authorities, he would fam Have others ſubmit to. 
* me ask him then, Will he Fhink the Greek Church) 
a good and fufficient Authority for him to deny the Pre- 
ceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt from the Fon? or, the Lutheran, 
to make him Believe the Conſubſtautiali ity of Cbriſt i in the 
Sacrament ? or, the Calvin: As, Kirk of Scotland, and 
*Diſſenters- at home, to believe with ſome of each the 
dreadful Doctrine of Election and Reprobation ; and re- 
jet, \ with all of the three, "Epi ifeopacy and a Form of i 
Prayer? © Tam certain he will not. Why then muſt i - .._- 
or others think their Authorities of Wente as to the | 
"Athanaftan' Creed, fuppoſing it was retained by them, | 
Bee than'he himſelf, in the In/tunces before obſerved, Z "A 
THE Reader will furely ſee the Fallacy of this Ar- 1 
gument, and which could only be uſed to deceive others S; 
ſince in other Caſes he denies the ſame Authority, ta be 
concluſive, that here he "__ be [ought to magnity 
11 meaſure, 

AND indeed was this an Ag of Truth, it 
221 impeach the whole Reformati on both at Home and 
Abroad; for there was a time, when Prayers i in an un- 
known Tongue, Tranſub/lantiatio on, Image-W orfhip, the 
Infallibility of the Pope, and Supremacy of the Church,; 
-nay, the whole Trumpery of Popery, * were eſtabliſhed Dac- 
trines, not in England only, but throughout Europe. But 
our wiſe Reformers thought this Argument of no weight; 
of many of whom! were alſo bleſſed Martyrs; and who did 
nt by their Death prove the Weakneſs and Fallacy, thereof: 
and which, was it put into the Mouth of a Pap n, would 
hear equally ſtrong againſt aboliſhing Tranſubſtaptiation, 
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40 » AS it can ages m7 


Im 

Rome, pected at the Reformati 

Fl, for reco —— Diſuſe of the 4hangfap Creed. 
HE Rok Fr then wid phſree he bee fk 


werb and artful. | 2 1 wo i] 
r o Lacher vil drr Art what. va 
Lone at bite Avery tion, concerns not our Argument; 
tor t Qion of Errors crept into the 
Goch. e was but reaſonable, whereas no Error 
ET in the 4tbang/ en Creed ; which makes 
: Intl different. ; If he inſiſts an this, J ahen 
tay, he has dropped . | Argument, taken from. . 4utherity, 
and ade ute, het the f 75 of the Thing is alone to 
x e fo which, I -intizely agzee with bim, and 
vl Bd i» rouge to Beelen at loſt the gnly fun 
and certain e for tho! Aatharities with Reaſon, 
Bu ſeldom il of bringing Satisfaction, if not Convic- 
to eve ho Enquirer after Truth; Hale 
; wa ee uh Toy th 

=—_ "THE Reaſons, then, for the Difule of the gere 
. fm Gre, you vil find in * Eſay, * not for any 
c 1; but, as Biſhop TavLon 
{there "citpd) well obſerves, on Account + of thoſe Curit 
fities of E xplication, of which the Scripture ſays littl. 
Ie Fa or putting Uncharitableneſ into the Creed, ( that th, 
"ee the Damnatory Clauſes) ) and making it become as an Ar- 
40 ticle of Faith, thou h not the Faith of ATHANASIUS. 
"$6 * alterin "the Simplicity of. the Chriftian Faith 
0. "making it * curi ous and inarticulgte, as 10 reguin 
« much Tukey to underſtand the Wards; and becauſ | 
| 6 many Bibops, did, with my ſelf, and others now, 
1 5 * Nee a gu iy * explaining it, think 
| 66.0 


 & 


"= 


* Log E . * 
0 7 — — 
- 3 
"4 N* 
2 6 - a ab 
Y " | 7 * 
— K * 


— : A << 
* 


f 


1 


-D 
2 


* 1 A _ * = : - 
AA EAR 
4 ” 5 o 
. . 
a > | + _ 


4 - # 4 
i 


* From page 40, to * 


e NC _ > IB e HP 


. a « 


y of 


. . 


1 4 10 hang nod: a E l 


wor ph # 2 5 gt of the; Abella, 
ren e iwer of 
5 Expoſetron of the; Apoſtles Creed... el 

- 1 apprehend then, the Argument the L 
has. taken from the Authorities of Foreign. Churches, 
and Difſenters at Home, ſuppoſing the Fact true, that 


10 g il re 


be rſt do receive and approve of that\Greed, which I 
Y chink:is more than! doubtful, yat it hs flittle availed him. 
But that the Dulles 


ders approve. ahercal; I poſitively 
deny, and will. prove they do not. | Indeed, it is nüt 
2 little ſurprizing, my Author ſhould affirm, that the 
Diſuſe of the Athanaſan Creed, yauld give Offence tp 


e Diſſenters; wben it is notoricuſſy known, that it 
baer was one Objection againſt their Conformity, and 
| Bill remains fo. / And if he will look into the Treatiſes 

writ againſt them, he will find that Creed objeted ta, 


and always made a principal Point to be conſidered; he 


nu now this, but leſt my Reader. may gueſtion any 


F act alledged, by one whom he has fa 2 N 


| 4d, unleſs ſupported by Authorities; for that Reaſon, 1 


ſhall produce a few. | 
THUS writes Dr. Benner *, ( The eſtabliſh- 


# ed Church, has been very much blamed by the Diſ- 
i ſenters, . for making what we commonly call the 
„ Athanafian Creed, a Part of her Liturgy, and there- 
e by abliging her Members to the Uſe of it. 


WHAT! do the Diſſenters blame the eftabliſhed 
Church, for. making this Creed part of ber Liturgy, as 


Dr. BxxRT fays, and yet can it be true what my 
| Author affirms, that the ſounder part j 4 will _ 
ene © act F\ 1 


Mr. 


* 


N ® Paraphraſe on the Common Prayer, zd Edit. p. 262. 
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1 "HOME GAA well known by His Writings, af 
« fon why ſome. cabs” 9 — W and th 
* Tfurgy is, becauſe they commune the Belief and , 
4 of the Abhang Cree; . afid quotes the oor 
of Mr. BxT on; for that Purpoſe; 1 1! a 
AND. tht” cxcdllent Prelate; the preſent Biſhop-d 
| Winchifter, Will pardon me, if in the Defence of Fruth; 
make uſe of his-Lordfhip's Words on the Occaſion, h 
ni *\Reaſdnableneſs .1oft Conformity; vepreſented to tbe 
Diſſenting M Miniſters, p. 1. his Lordſhip ſays, I an 
Une tobe ſucerely defire "a greater Union among Prat 
Yanks them tue art yet arrived ai. P. 73.” his Lordfhiy 
urges! one of the Miniſters Objections to be, 46 Tha 
hey cannot Aſani und Conſent 10 the Athanaſian'Creed, 
and therefore cunnot conform as Miniſters.” And do nat 
"theſe ſeveral Authorities prove, that the Atbana ſiat 
\Creed, is one material Opeth, n, dr 
. Conformity? ? * ve Þ 

| THERE is one Parogrbply! rhcre,” which. 1 by 
leave to tranſcribe from the laſt great Author; fays lu 
-Lordſhip, *© 7 confiſs, I agree with yu, (i. e. the Dil: 
ſenting Miniſters) thus far, that I cannat apprehend, 
e bow the Publick Service, WQULD:: ſuffer, were ther: 
n ſuch damnatary Sentences, ever read in it. Nay, | 
% am of Opinion, that the Doftrinie'of the Trinity, would 
ee be better ſecured, and this very Account of it betta 
received, without ſuch Sentences, than with them... 
TH Es E are Teſfimonies from Divines of the Church 
of England, in direct Oppoſition to the Letter-Mriter“ 
rom, viz. That the Diſuſe of the  Athanaſiar 
Creed, will give great Offence to the Diſſenters; and 
1 be an wt Method to oe them into the Church 


# BY A5 * * I 


=] French Cheb r p. 153. 


Rennen 
| * 2 7 „ For the Diſſeaters be tof- | 4 
1 ed, at the Rejection, of. on as have always ob- 
Ch eter tos and oppoſed ? AER OY AE ns Fr 73 
i pr CrAuv, st 0% the ente in 
6s, bo were appeinted to review the Liturgyi . | 
Maus expreſſes himſelf on that Occafioh 3:45 They — 
* 7 — e en a Copy of Which E have hos. 
0 « Amendments as es weren Wich duch A - 
h 4 in Point of Otders,; for Ordination by Presbyters, as | 1 
ie ei made 13 Eliz. cap. 12. would, in all probability, . 
g have brought in to Thirds of the Diſſenters'in Eng- 4 
Yun; which being done, and at the farne time; a Liberty | 
7 « continued, to ſuch as could not be comprehended, 
- 5 would have been. greater Servitey than can well be. 
ark, en e Vide dn G 
peaks, as it were the Sentiments of the greateſt 
ort of the Diſſenters, and aſſures us, that the Altera- 

Pons then intended, Which be had a Copy of, would in 
"Wb probability, have rg bi in tun Thirds of the Dip 
„ein England: and you will remember; that Dr. 
nor fays, one of thoſe Alterations was," to leave Z 
„ Albangſian Creed indifferently "to" By uſed, as the” | 
I NMiniſter pleaſed, - A bots Re 
1 Mr. CRANDLER, who I am Mitt RAN in 
„at Eſteem, with thoſe of the Diſſenting Perſuaſion,” 

n his Letters to the preſent good Lord Biſhop 'of Len- 

þ * 50 and the Reverend Dr. BERRIMAN, writ i in ſome . 
ue, on Occaſion of ATHAN As1Vs, does throughout” | 


mk a great Diſſatis faction with any 8 
to the Sebolaftick;: Metaphyſical Doctrine of the Tri- 
nity.“ And in the laſt Page ef his Deed to my 
ein Lord, 


C **:Biſhop Kenxer's Ee, Va. I. p. * * 
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s 3 4 Pha DN ers 
& od, either the Church f Le the enter v. 
rr of Suff. OF which; L thiti it is plaih from 


bis Letters that Subſcribing eee, Senn 
rerkons to be one Bar to their Confdi 


* Nos Eſtabliſhed Chuteh of Scotland, I ani hitins 
ee this -Creed; tho the Letrer-HVriter aſſeit 
I do not find it ſo much as nientionted by 
| 0 Confeſions of Faith; and as their Churth 
is pretty much formeũ on the Model of dür E Di 
enters, there is not the leaſt Reaſon to think they do. 
AND now wherein is the Authir of the EöSR Y niſ 
taken i in hit Notions of theſe Matter, by believing a Re- 
view of the Common Prayer, would tend 10 recommend 
our Liturgy to more general Eſteem Abroad,, and be' , 
likely way to confirm and. ftrenjthen the-Proteftaiit Taterif, 
even was the Athanafian Creed rejected z ſince1t appeary 
the Difſenters at home utterly -diflike itz and Foreign Pre 
teftait Chuches Abroad, approved: of the Commiſſion 
Intentions in 1689. to leavt it indifferent; as wr find h/ 
the Letter before mentioned. And if the miſt eininen 
| Biſbops and Divines of the Church of England, the Eſta 
bliſhed C burch of Scotland, our D:ſſentfrs at Home, th 
Greek, and Foreign Churches Abroad, either diſlike; WG 
not receive; or think yery,indifferently-of- this Creed.; cu 
it be true; what n tber be is toiierſall 
admired RY 
CERTAINLY, 7 the Letter Writer bal dulf 
confidered cheſs: Matters, and but a little valued his owt 
Reputation, and the ill Conſequence of impofing of 
Mankind, be would never habe thus miſrepteſentel 


Things and Facts; and affirmed what every Body i, . 
moſt could diſprove. | | | 
e mar enn 1TH. 


* hr PIE Is 


* * 1 4 
9 rene materi 
"I FIX W 


taining the Athanafian Creed; and muſt leave it to the 


Reader's Judgraent; whether I have hot clearty "NL. 
the ine; and diſproved the other. But there is one Pal 
graph in this Letter; not yet taken notice of, which ip. 


Litter Writer himſelf to the Danger of incurring every 
Bpithet; he his like an ofthodox Man, Divine or Gen- 


22 


Y natized Author of the E ſay ; a : Paragraph that . tq 
be privted in Letters of Gold : It i; this; 

1 B his inſerting in his new _Litany thee 2 
e O holy; bleſſed and glotious Trinity, Three Perſons 


«he is a honeſt Man) PRQFESSED As MUCH Ag 
& TE ATHAWASIAN CrExD DOES. N 
WHAT my Honefly had to do with the Argus ity 
] know not; but if I am ever fo great a Knave, I aps 
prebend the Truth of his own Aſfertion will not be there= 
by V inpatcbed, or eaſe to be ue. This Paragraph af- 
fords me fo much inward Pleafure and Satisfaction, that 
Who v my Honefty i is queſtioned on the Occaſion, yet for a 
Particular Reaſon, I value my E Jay beyond meaſure, 
Bbould it do ho other ſervice, than only to obtain this 
Frank, open, and undiſguiſed Conſe mon; 3. more, I do 
elieve, from the powerful Inpul of Tridh, at that time 


epard to the Author of the Eſſay. 
THE LetteiH#riter affirms; that fo pray in hid 


uch at the Athanaſian Creed does ; why then am I 
e branded with thoſe many odious Appellations, 
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kum and Fac. urged by the Letter-Writer, for . 


bn no actount ſhould be omitted; ſince it expoſes the 


flerhan, fo kberally and chriſtianly beſtowed on. the fligs | 


© and One God, Ec. he has REALLY and FULLY (of 


: unjuorded of Subtilty and Device, than out of wp. . 


ain, O holy, bleſſed and glirious Trinity, Three 
Perjens d One God, Nc. is really and fully to profiſe at | 


"x 


} * " * 1 


ing; the Diſuſe X 1 — „ e 0 * 2 ſud | 
in its place the Apoſtles or NMicene, in order ty 
romote Peace and Charity among Chriſtians ; when the 
Letter Writer himſelf admits that the Petition in the Li. 
=D tam, a much ſhorter Explication, is equivalent, equal to 
dr in bis own Words, really and fully profeſſing as much 
45 the Ahanaſian Creed does. And if ſo, what ham 
can there be in the Diſuſe of that Creed? or rather, 
would it not do great Service to the Church, in ſecuring 
the Peace of it, and putting an End to much controver- 
75 and uncharitable Diſputes, to which it has given birth, 
1 hope then whoever does, or hercafter, may know the 
Letter-IWriter and. the Author of the. Effey, will not 
think the one more a Dei ft, Antitrinitarian, Papi , a 
 Subverter of the Faith, for what is writ, than the other, 
And for my own part, I cannot poſſibly conceive what 
my Author could intend. by writing ſuch a Letter, unleb 
to join with me, in having the Athanaſia ian Creed at ona 

| thrown” out ; towards which, I hope, my Reader wil 
think he has not a little contributed; I mean, in regal 
to the Weakneſs of his Arguments for its being retained 

| TEE. ſum up what bas been faid ; If in the Apoſtie 
Creed, is contained whatſhevir is declared i in the Sri 

| tures, concerning the Bleſſed Trinity, and the Myſtery o 
. * Saviour Incarnation, Death, and Crucifixion 4 Tha 
it is the Perfettion of Believers, by -which the Bond 
Infidelity i is diſſolved, as ſays St. AUSTIN: or with Cas 
SIAN," That it is.what comprebends in few Words th 
Faith, of both Teftamunts, and the Senſe of the whole Scrit 
ture: Or with Maximys Taukinensts," Ta 
is the Symbol by which the Faithful are ſeparated from th 
Unhelieving, and whoſe Truth makes every Believer of t 

à Chriftian : Or with ee TEX TULLIAN, G6 
4 1 that 


| 


; of - Faith. 40 Truth.” If the n 1 


a the e 


nent, to ſecure the Chriſtian - Faith, at a time it was 
moſt  furiouſy attacked by the : Arian - Here; and as 
ATHANASIUS himſelf ſays, was ſufficient to overturn the 
moſt wicked Herefies, eſpecially the Arian. If the Peti- 
0 tian in the Litany, really and fully profeſſes as much as 
t the Athanaſian Creed does, which the Letter-Writer af- 
I firms. If the Atbanaſſan Creed is no more a guard to the 

p Chriſtian Faith, than the Nicene or Apoſtles are; but is = 
. zQually one occaſion of the Diſſenters Separation from the 
. 

he 


Church of England, and of many Diſputes in the Chriſ- 
tian Church. If the Argument taken by the Letter- 
Veiter, from the Authority of Poreign Churches, and 
o WY our. Diſſenters at home, for its being retained, is not 
„u in Fact, or inconcluſtve otherwiſe. If it is more 
at Chriſtian, juſt, and reaſanable, to eftabliſh ſuch 77% fot 
eh the Security of the Cbriſtian Faith, as ate leaft obſcure, 
and mo? intelligible, to Vi ulgar Underſtandings; all and 
every of which, has been fully demonſtrated, and made 
ul very apparent. Will not the Reader then think (and 
el | hope my Aurhor alſo) that my Pleas for dropping the 
ls Athanaſian Creed, are true and juſt, and not falſe er 
„eng: and that it is no Matter, how frankly, and how 
Ti ſuddenly, it was thrown off. For, as to leaving it Dif- 
1c tronary to the Miniſters, I have had Reaſon in the 
i Courſe of this Debate, to change my Mind; not from 
any C onvittion of Guile or Treachery therein, but becauſe 
Wit might tend to fix « an Ogrum on 1 Mini ears, who 
would Difuſe it. 
HAVING finiſhed, - wha to me appears neceſ. 
ary, concerning the Uſe of the Atbanaſian Creed (for 
My Reader, was he to peruſe my Eſſay, will find, that is. 
= oply Diſpute ; z not having my ſelf given any Expli- 
1 55 G a | cation 
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Creed was h g18 Biſbops, a Toft full and pri. . N = 
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concerning it; tho' by e Author's Letter, any one | 
might be induced to think I had) 1 come next to take 
the Letter-Mriter s Obſervations on m G for Tri- 
nity Sunday into Conſideration. | 
IN the firſt place, I muſt ackndiediiee? my Obi. 
gations | to him, for printing the two Collects in paralle 


underſtand. 


N 1 N. orſhip ? No: he himſelf, In the very Place, ac. 


Lines; being as deſirous ag himſelf, to leave it to the 
Reader's Judgment, which is the moſt dark and ebſeur, 
the Old or New. - Theſe Words in the Old one; 
e And in the Power of the Divine Majeſty, to worſhi 
the Unity,” is an ee. 1 e ae, not to 


- BUT it is ne - that the Obſcurity of the ney 
Cole, is the leaſt Fault, there being many others of 1 
more criminal Nature: Says my Author, it carrin 
Guilt and Diffidence in its Face. The Guilt of what? 

1 8 it Arianiſin, Socinianiſn, Subordination,” or 2 res. 


quits me of either ; his Words are, * As the Author of 
« the Effay, profe 77 his Belief i in a 'Coequal and C. 
&« eternal Trinity, by his yeteivi nz the Nictne Creed, and 
« the firft four Petitions" of | the 'Litany, I cannot ac 
* count for his preſenting us with ſach a Collect.“ 
Why not | wherein is my Collect ſo unaccountable? | 
there not a Trinity in Unity, as much acknowledgel 
and worſhipped in the New, as in the Old Collect! 
What then is the Guilt? Are not the Expreffons ther 
in eaſy and plain? Where then is the Obſcurity? ? Why! 
truly, my Author leaves the Reader to find out one 0 
both, for he proves neither. It was enough for him to 
ſuggeſt the Guilt and C Obſcurity, that the Reader's Pre 
judice might be excited; no wave of r tber 1 4 jk 


5 reaſon! for it or not. 0 
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AND the —— il, 1 «ig fally © —_ that N _. 


the Letter-Mriter, by his Remarks on this Collebt, could = 
haue no other Intention, chan to impoſe on the Credulity | 
| and Weakneſs, of the unwary ard injuditious Reader. 

THE next Objections to this Collect, is, that T 
have founded the Worſhip of the Son and Healy Spirit on 
nere Command. J muſt confeſs, I did not know. that 
by the Light of Nature, the JVorſhip to either was difee- 
verable, I always thought, that it was the New Tg 
ment that only revealed it to us; that what concerned 
the Perſon, "Offices, and Character of our bleſſed Saviz 
our, our Duty in belitving, worſhipping, and obeying 
| Him, was Matter of meer Revelation'; the Purport and 
Tenor of the Goſpel z and what made the only, or moſt 
eſſential Diſtinction between a Chriſtian and a Dat; 
wherein then is it criminal in me, to fix the Worſhip due 
to the Son and Holy Spirit, on the 'Gorhmand of Scrip- 
ture, when without ſuch Command, there would be no 
Foundation to worſhip either ? Can it be amiſs, to pr 
a Duty, known only from Scripture, by the Word bf 
Command In every Diſpute with Hereticks, is not-the 
Argument taken from Scripture, for the Worſhip of the 
Son and Holy Spirit's dans therein enn the 
on ftrong and convincing ? 

BUT if this was a Fault in me, the Letter-WWriter, | 
as it happens, is guilty of the very. ſame Crime: His 
Words are, Such Perſons (ſpeaking of Arians and 
& Socinians) muſt eternally fluttuate between the Schr 
T TURE COMMANDS To WORSHIP |CHRIST, ond 
| 6 the Scripture Diſallowante of Greature-Warſhip z and 
x muſt inevitably ſplit, either upon Diſobedience on the 
& one Hand, to'PLAIN PRECEPTS, or on the like Di 
6 obedience on the ather Hand, to as plain Prohibitions.” 
Behold the Man ! does he not here acknowledge, that 


3 83 an 


r 1 Chr I 


Jame Words Heterodex in my Eſſay, that are Orthodex 

in his Letter * Let the Reader then judge, whether | 
5 Calas is moft diſguiſcu, dark, and doubling ; or this 
Letter-Writer's Comment, and Obſervation thereon'; and 
which of the two are mo/t guilty of Mriting in a ſmooth, 
IE eee eee or 


treacherous Iniquity. © 
ANOTHER Obpeclon to 3 Collea, 


ne Dee is e, leſt the Divine 
* Majeſty ſhould be offended, by fuch Worſhip, if any 
4 Miſtake - ſhould happen, either in _ 
« God's Win, or in the Mariner of obeying it.” | | 
' "NOW I would deſire to know of my "Author, if 
ie is more a Crime to pray to God, to underſtand his 
Will and our Duty, in reſpect to the worſhipping 2 
Trinity in Unity, which is declared to be a Myſtery; 
than to know and underſtand any other Commands in 
the Scripture, of a more eaſy Nature? Is it a Duty 
to pray to underſtand the whole Will of God, as reveal 
ed in Scripture, and yet a Crime to pray to underſtand 
a Part thereof; which worſhipping the Son and Holy 
Spirit is? and this is done by the Church of England 
r and 
e eee own. 4 Hf 


"ab der in Advent. The New Collett 
D Led, n be 
"*> cauſed all holy Scrip- 

| Theres to be written for our 0 1 Gd. 7 5 
Learning, grant that wel”. thy holy Goſpel, haft con- 


F 


— nd 


may hear them, read, mark, en nded us ta worſhip” thy 
learn, ez dige. 


| : 
| $. So p 
* e Ms - 4 „ 0 


them, 
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tber with: Te 1 e us. 7 
gras ant | Grace, we" befeech thee; ſo' 
41 ail 65. | clearly to underftand thy 
wa ll Debt, ts" bits in | Will and our Duty in that 
thy Son Jaſus Chrift, thai] Command, at not to offend 
our Paith i in thy Sight may 25 Divine Aug, &c. 
never be reproved, 8 
0 Almighty - God, tohont | 
truly to know it ever-| 
laſting Life; grant us per-. 
featly to Fnow thy Son Feſus 
Chrift, to be the Way, the 
Truth, .and the Life f. 
22 oft gracious. God, 
grant to thy Servant to! 
E filled with the Knowledge WW 
of thy Will in all Wiſdom 7 
and ſpiritual Underſtanding; | 
to walk worthy of the Lord| 
unto all pleaſing—encreafs ng | 
1 the Knowledge of God t. >. 
THE Firſt Collect prays to ee the r 
ie 3 mine is to under/tand part thereof, in confer-/ 
mity to the Day. The Second is, to have a right Faith, 
in believing Feſus Chriſt ; mine is, to have a tight Un- 
der landing, in worſhipping Feſus Chriſt. The Third 
is, to know Feſus Chrift to be the May, the Truth, and the 
Life; mine is, ſo clearly to underſtand God's Will, and 
our were in ge Toſi Wn as not to = God: 
Colle 8 fir St. Tuoukr s Day. n Se. Pattie and Se. Thi: 
{| Biſhop TAVYTox, Unum Neceſar. P. 86. at”, mo 
:. ah ro. 1 7% iy, 10, 11, 13. * 
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ter of the three old Go 


"Res is the Gaba vr. 1 > Dur. 2 1 
heve in Foſus Obrift, as our, Faith may not be Feproved | 
by Ged, or God thereby of „ Now what is there 
ig this new Gale? more dark and. doubling; than in ei- 
F ot contrary Wale Words 
4 Biſhop TayL0R, taken from Seripture ? 

THERE being ſo little weight in the Objedtions 
made by my Author to this Collect, 1 begin to think; 
| whether the true Reaſon of his diſlike, may not be the 
fame, as what he urged againſt the Apoſtles Creed, viz. 
becauſe every Arian or Socinian will readily ſay this Col: 
let, with that Creed, retaining the Wards, renouncing the 
Faith wrapped up in them. If that ſhould be the Fact, 
the ſame Anſwer will ſerve here, as I gave on the for- 
mer Occaſion; nor can it be any more Refleftion on 
this Collect, than on the Apoſtles Creed; nay, fo far 
from being therefore cenſured or condemned, it ought 
rather to have been the better liked, as being more agree- 
able to the Sentiments of his Grace of Canterbury, who 
obſerved, * that it never went well with the Church 
* Cbriſt, ſince Men hade been fo narrow Hirited, | 
ic as to mix the Controverſies of Faith, with their Pubs 
« lick Forms of Worſhip ; and having made their TL 
< gies iniſtend of being Officer of Devotion to God, be- 
«< come Tefts and nen, of che Opinions wr their Bre- 
e 

- AT the Time of the Reformation, * was more 
uſual, than for thaſe who had very great Differences in 
religious Matters, to join in the ſame Worſhip, In Con- 
irmation of the Truth of this Obſervation, I beg leave 
to tranſcribe the Words of the preſent Biſhop. of Vin- 
chefter, F in his Anſwer to the Bifhop of ado + His 
Lordſhip's Words are:; 8“ EF 


2 Esg8ay, 5.7 | 
+: 8885 to Hanz“ s Sermon 


— 


"Or Oe VIEW: Ie PRAYER. 10 
0 1 F A En W ck fe ant intolerable” Ping te to : 


j worſhip'6ne God, through one Medlator, Feſus Chri ih, | 


« 


in Company with any ſuch as differ from him, 
their Notiohs about the Metaphyficdl Nature of Crin, 


te or of the Holy Ghoſt ; or the like: I am ſorry for it. 
«- ] temember the like Objection made, at the beginning. 


ce 
6c 


4. 


cc 


40 


te 


ic 


of the R formation, by the Littherans, againſt the 
Lawfulneſs of Communicating with ZuinGLIUs and 
his Followers; becauſe they had not the ſame Notion 


with them, of the Elements 1 in the Sacrament. And 


there was the ſame Obſecklon once amongſt many, 


againſt holding Communion with any ſuch; a8 had 


not the ſame Notions with themſelves, about the ſe- 
cret Decrees of God, relating to the Pred:flination 


and Reprobation of particular Perſons. But whatever 
thoſe Men may pleaſe themſelyes with thinking , who 
are ſure they: are artived at the perfect Knowles of 


the moſt abſtruſe Points; this they may be certain of, 
that, in the preſent State of the Church, even ſuppol- 
ing only ſuth as tre dccounted' Orthodex, to be joined 


together in one viſible Communion, they Communicats 
together, with a very great Yariety atid Confuſion of 


Nations ; either comprehending nothing plain and dif- 


tinct, or differing from ofie another 4s truly, and ad 


eſſentially; as others differ from them all: nay, with 
more certain Difference with relation to the Odject of 
Worſhip, than if all Prayers weréè directed, (as Biſhop 
Bou L ſays almoſt all were in the firſt Ages) to God, 
or the F ather; thro? the Son. I wifh this were enough 
conſidered by Tho/z, who ſpeak ſo much of the great 
Evil of having a different Obje& of Worſhip. 

I now come to conſider the laſt, and only Paragrapti 


in this "Litter, that to my Knowledge remains 10 


e n part it has been done > already; 
E | 


it of the Ess Av CO 
8 (i 6. by re 


0 Creed) except the Dali Who diſſite all Revelation, 
te or the Autitrinitarians, who reject the ancient Faith; 


<« or . the Papi As, whoſe Intereſt it is to m1 our 


6 "Breaches, and to deſtroy our Peace? . 

W. HAT induced my Author to make chis Inference 
1 am the moſt aſtoniſhed at, of any thing in his whole 
Letter, nor will I exaſperate my Reader with any ſevere 
Reflections of my own on the Occaſion, leaving him to 
do that as he may think juſt. Only this I can affirm, 
that the Author knows not my Perſon, tho' he may 
my Name ; and was he to enquire into my private Cha- 
— in Life, as to each of theſe Charges, he would 
find, that I could give ſufficient Teſtimonies of my. Sen- 
timents, having been in each Particular, in direct con- 
tradi Sion to each Accuſation. | 

. WHETHER. it can be collected from the Eſſo 
I muſt leave the World to judge; and. ſuch as. have or 
| may. be inclined, if permitted, to read it, will hop " 
hint this, becauſe, ſome Endeavours, 1 had, 4. 1 
uſed,, not only to prevent its being read, but alſo to re- 
preſent | the Author for an Arian. Was any Man to 
caution. me againſt reading a Book, I ſhould take it z 
an Affront on my own. Underſtanding, or certainly be- 
| lieve there was ſemething in it, that the Perſon was un. 
willing to have known, and therefore took that Method to 
AHiſte it; and every one muſt think for himſelf, whether 


either is a good Reaſon, for not e any condemned 


or forbidden Book. 
As to my being an Antitrinitarian, that is had 
dad confuted ; and * Author, in ſome Parts oſ 
his 


7 £ 


* * - 


"His. Works are; N rae NNE the fone 


d reaſonably: hope to gratify by it, 
ing the Diſuſe of the. Athonaſian | 
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ſay and would Prieſt or Jeſuit attempt ſuch a Thing? 


1 eee thereof. ie to ſake 
to repreſent me as a Deiſt, or Papiſt, when the Beſign 
recommended is declared, and very ſeriouſly believed, n 
by the Author of the Eſſay, to to be a Method the moſt 
effectual to root out Popery, and extinguiſh Infidelity, is 
not a little extraordinary. Permit me to repeat what I 
faid on the Occaſion in pag. 16. & The happy Ad- 
« vantuges to be obtained by a Tranſlation of the Bible, 
« a Review of the Common Prayer and Canons, after the 
Model recommended by his Grace of Canterbury, are 
many and weighty. For it will tend to diſarm the 
« Papiſts and Deiſti, of their Arguments taken from the 
« preſent ill Verſion of Scripture, ſome Expreſſions in 
« the Liturgy and Church-Catechiſm, and the inconſiſt- 
te ency of Clergymens Practices with their Oath of Ca- 
« nonical Obedience.” I would'ask my Author then, 
is writing againſl Deiſm and Popery, an Inſtance of the 
Perſon's ſnelination to gratify the one or other? At this 
rate, who may not be charged with the Guilt of Hypo- : 
criſy ? and be faid to be of chat Party he writes againſt, 
only becauſe with an earneſt Zeal he does write againſt 
them? For that is all the Reaſon given by my Author 
for repreſenting me to be a 'Pap;fh, Will he remember 
the Notion of the Real Preſence i is confuted in the EV 


Is it not notorious that the Papiſis are utterly averſe 
to all Reformation, and would they write then an Eſſay 
in favour of what they more dread than any one thing! 2 
If my Author will not believe this Truth from me, yet 
he will certainly regard what the late good Archbiſhop 
Ten1s0N obſerved. of them, who was one of the Com- 
miſſioners in 1689. appointed to review the Liturgy, 
cited: by Biſhop Kenner; and which makes it the 
r of two * to the Truth of the ſame 
H 2 Fact: 


1 


58. A. » wn} ——— 


6 the Spirit Popery was already moving a Caurt, and 
<« obfruiing Reformation and Union ; his Words are, 
& Our Conſtitution, was reviewed in 61. and yet, not- 


cc- 


Commiſſioners of that Time didnot ada the laſt Hand 
6. to that Mort, ſo as to render it incapdhle ever after 
* of being Corrected and Improved : Some, Who have 
te well conſidered all; the Alterations and Auditions then 
te made by them, (which amount to the Number of about 


ſon for thoſe Changes,. there is equal, if not greater 
<« « Reaſon, for ſome farther Improvements. If they had 
< foreſeen what is ſince come to paſs,” I charitably be- 
6c lieve they would not have done all that they did, and 
<< juſt ſo much, and na more. And yet I alſo believe, 
&« that if they | bad offered to move much farther; a Stone 
& "would have been laid under their Wheel, by a ſecret 
Li but powerful Hand: The Myſtery of: Popery did even 
< then wark ; and a Romaniſi has very: frankly inform- 
«ed us, of the Expectation red nah Peay in the 
« Beginning of the Summer 61, . * 

FROM theſe Words of his late Grace of et EW. 
it fully appears that | in 61. when the Liturgy was review- 
ed, and i in 89. when intended to be reviewed; that the 
Spirit of Pepery diſcovered itſelf in rin Reforma- 
tion and Union : And can any believe that in 1734. 3 
Scheme of Reformation ſhould come from "that Quarter? 


What a piece of Deception then, is this i in my Aube? 


THE Reader will alſo obſerve, that it was his Grace's 
Sentiments, That notwithſtanding the Review in 61. 
2 5 f 0 "BY 97 M458 * 5 4 » it 

A Hitory of Ergland, Vok III p. 252. Note a. | 
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+. biſhop of Canterbury, did obſerve in his Diſcour 
40 concerning the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſion, in 168g. that 


7 withſtanding t that Review, is capable of another: the 


th $89.) are ſufficiently convinced, that if they bad Rea- 


R 2 
n 
N 
; 


—— eee and that e eee 
nut then put to that Work : , That tho there were above 
600 — then made; yet if there were Reaſons for 
thoſe Cbanges, there is egual, if not n n ſtill 
for ſome. farther Improvements. | | , 

AND much to the ſame Purpoſa writes Biſhop 
BURNET : Says his Lordſhip, * © Our Worſhip is the 
« perfecteſt Compoſition of Devotion, that we find in 
any Church ancient or modern; yet the Corrections 
that were agreed to, by a Deputation of ; Biſhops and 
% Divines, in the Year 1689. would - make the whole 
“ Frame of our Liturgy, till more perfect, as well as 
« more unexcepti enable; and will, J hope, at ſome time 

« er other, be better entertained, than they were then.” 
The Reader will have in Remembrance, that the indif- 
ferent Uſe of the Athanaſian Creed, was one of thoſe Cor- 
re&ions,.. the Biſhop thinks would tend to make our 
Liturgy, more perfect and more unexceptionable. | 
7 THESE great Authorities, added to thoſe I lava 
40 uſe of in the Eſſay, ought to have weight, in fa- 
vour of a Review of the Common Prayer, if only in 
reſpect © to the greater Purity and Improvement of our 
Liturgy, for the Benefit of thoſe of the Eſtabliſhed Com- 
munion, exclufive of any Views towards a Comprehen- 
ſim) or the leaſt regard to our Diſſenters. 

I am therefore ſtill fully perſuaded, that as the late ex- 
cellent Writings of our Biſhops and Clergy, have done 
an. infinite Service to revealed Religion, in defending it 
from the Attacks of Deifts and Infidels; ſo would a Re- 
view- of our Liturgy, with a new Tranſlation of the 
Bible, in Conjunction therewith, have a great tendency, 
to remove the Objections of Deiſts, to refute the Errors 
WI — — and leſſen the Number of "For 
. -. Ebay of. bis own Times, Vol. II. p. 624 
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For the "any — eee appear in thei 


* ate pee in u cher and uous Light 
greater Rreſom will there be to hope and — that 
Infidelity and Popery, will gradually mer ny us, 

and in time, be totally extinguiſbed. 5 
AND We eee will 8 to 

diminiſh Deiſm and Popery, and in its Conſequences 

tend to impreſs the Duties of Natural and Revealed Reli- 

gion, more powerfully on the Minds of all; ſo will a 

nearer Union among Proteſtants, tho* it ſhould not be 

in one May of Ir ſhip, no leſs confpire to cement and 
ſtrengthen the ' Proteffant Intere/?, both at Home and 

Abroad, and under God, be the only means of ſecuring 

to us, our Religion, Laws, and'Liberties. Bleſſings we 
may always hope to enjoy, ſo long as one of this Pri. 

zeflant Reyal Family, fways the Britiſb At which 

I pray, may be till Time ſhall be no mor. 
WITH a View of obtaining thoſe great Ends, 1 

publiſhed my E ſay, that by a more correct T ratiſtation 

of the Bible, ehe Scriptures might be better underſtood; 
and by a Review of the Common Prayer, our Liturgy 
might be render'd more plain, exact, and perfect, and leſs 
liable to any Objection: That fo our Church, which is 
the Bulwark of the Proteſtant Churches, might ſhine 
with yet — Lune and become the Praiſe of the 
whole Earth. 

AN D as I apprehend wing will more . to 
promote a Reformation, than the clear Underſtanding of 
the Scriptures, ſo every impartial Enquirer into the 

Knowledge of them, let him be of the Clergy ct 

Laity, ought to meet with all ſuitable Encourage 

ment in his Studies: This is a true Proteſtant Prin- 

eiple, the only certain Principle to be depended on, 
for the Diſedrery Fenn, Truths. Thandie Eh 
x 


2 


8 8 K , 4 mw » is, 4 


# 


A »«;ð· — 7 c 0 NV . Ch as . ww, 


——— via. he DA and Diſeeurdes: 
ments which attend the Study of the Scriptures in à pri- 
Way, that I beg leave to tranſcribe from thence 4 
w Lines: << There is nothing more abſurd, than to 
„ ſay the glorious Things we do daily of the Scriptures'; 
« and, at the ſame. time, make the Study of them, to 
« Men of fincere and honeſt Minds, ſo extremely ha- 
« zardous and inconvenient. If then we would be 
« true to the Fundamental Principles of the Reforma- 


& tion, as Proteſtants, that the Scriptures are the only 


4 remove the great Obſtacles, that lie againſt the Study 
« of them; let us do what we can, that learned Men 
« may have full Liberty to ſtudy the Scriptures freely and 
<« impartially,—have leave to ſpeak their Senſe with all 
« manner of Safety; that their Opinions may be exa- 
* mined fairly, and with Temper ; that their Names be 
„ not unjuſtly loaded with Calumny and Slander; 
That if what they advance be right, it may be receiv- 
& ed; if wrong, their Errors may be refuted, as the 
« Miſtakes of learned Men on other Subjects. That 
« as long as they live virtuouſly, and write with all due 
& Modeſty and good Manners, and advance nothing 


2 that breaks in upon Morality and Government, they 


may be treated in all reſpects, as thoſe are or ought 


eto be, who imploy themſelves in any other part of 


<« uſeful. Learning. I fear, I muſt add, that till ſo dif- 
& ficult a Study meets with proportionable Encourage- 
© ment; tis impoſſible a ſincere, impartial, and laborious 
Application to it, ſhould generally prevail; and till it 
does, it is as impoſſible that the Scriptures fhould be 
2 and till they are, they are 2 Ruke 


* 


1 of r 8. * +, F * 1 ; 2 . 1 n A N 
oY + ax 4 As. ; a 46 : . £ Y 88 P 2 8 , — — 2 5 l "Fl 
0 1 # w@& +4 k * ls b _ h | 9 o * ; 
x46. SE | | f r ; * 24 8 # 9 36 k : | „% EN TN 
p ON 2 1 \ a od 2 4 * 4 - 1 * a * 7 x A * * 5 þ 85 - * 2 * 
N 1 3 : P * ? LO. 
4 * 1 * e 8 7 * — 4.46 5 Ws - 
1 — . 252 * J 
1 oy * v | 
"x 
5 N 5 
* | 
. 91 tot Parpoſe, >. 
LAS 1 
* 4 nn 6 


fo Tu * 
. 


1 1225 8 
By 


E ls 4 — — we pretend z but wal 


s have ſet. Let us, if we would not give up the Pro. 


e that Men have put on them ; Aan, fallible as outlelves; 
% and who were. by no Means ſo well furniſhed; as the 
« Learngd at preſent are, with the proper Helps to fin! 
ie aut, the true Meaning of Scripture: And while wi 


<< take the Senſe of the Scriptures in this Manner, upon 


46 Content, and fee not with our own Eyes, we inſenſibly 
« Relapſe into the Principles of Popery, and give up the 
& only Ground; on which we can. zuftify our Separation 


« and judge of the Scriptures for themſelves,” that our 


< firſt Reformers aſſerted with ſo good Effect; and their 


ic 7 1244 5 ee their ene to thank, en no 


other Prineiple. | 
IF then we are e b be Study: of the 


c Scriptures, further than in Words; if we in earneſt 


« think them the only Rule of Faith; let us act as if 


« we. thought ſo: let us heartily encourage a free and 


“ impartial Study of them; let us lay afide that malig- 


«nant, arbitrary, perſecuting, Papiſh Spirit, let us put 
5 no Fetters on Mens Underſtandings, nor any other 


Bounds to their Enquiries, but what God and Tut! 


40 teftant Principle, that the Scriptures are plain ant 


| & clear, in the neceſſary Articles ; declare nothing to be 


« neceſſary, but what is clearly revealed in them. 


"M IT G conclude all, I can with great Truth aire. the 
25 Letter-Writer, if he will believe me, (and I am apt to 
think the Reader will agree, he has no Reaſon to do 


otherwiſe). that I am really and. fincerely, a Friend to; 
and in the Intersft of the Chriflian Faith, and have a 
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27 5 and ems V. ie py 4 prime Articles of t oy" : 


| may, and do diſlike the retaining the Athariafian Creed in 
aublick Worſhip. Nor does any; Reaſon appear, why 1 
ſhould be queſtioned. therein, for ſaying, the. Nicene and 
Apoſtles Creegs contain the F undamentals of Faith; more 
| thn my Author, for affirming himſelf; that whoever 
joins in the fi,/# four Petitions of the Litany; dies really 


wo. 


; WE and fully profeſs a Belief in a corqual and coeternal Tris 
G nity, and as much as the Athanafian Creed does But 
: ſhould thoſe Petitions expreſs ſo much as the Athanaſian 
q Creed, yet I hope the Apoſtles or Nicene Creed, or 
both, will notwithſtanding ever remain in the Chriſtian 
f Church. So little an Enemy am I to the Chriſtian Faith. 
. 
» I Rd. 

Novem. 4.1734. 
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' POSTSCRIPT. 
it IHE RE being ſomething both of a Publick and 
T Private Nature, in the Circumſtances and Ma- 
K nagement of this Diſpute, that much reſembles 
„be Caſe of Biſhop TAvLOR, when he publiſhed his 
7 WH Thoughts to the World on Original Sin; only changing 
„de Subject: (his being for writing againſt St. AusTiN's 

Wi frcre Doctrine of God's damning Infants for Originas 
e Sin, and mine againft the uncharitable DoQtrine of the 
o {thanafian Creed; which pronounces Damnation on all 
10 Bi who do not believe the Chriſtian Faith, in the Words 
% Wi fterein explained or expreſſed ) that I knew not how to 
p woid the Repringing here his Lordſhip's Dedication to che 


. 


Trinity and Incarnation, as he himſelf can have; and yet 
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„ "Þ W r — 
_ of the preſent Caſe! For as that eminently pious Counteſ * 


ſubſets between her felf and me, are ſo very Similar and 


1% Offence than any of my own ; and which I hojt 


Words. 


Argument, and which obliged him to compoſe à Trat Wh * 
in Vindication of himſelf; fo is it no leſs my Mio. 5 
tune, to have given Offence to a Lady of diſtinguiſhed 


Merit, Piety, and Religion; who, I have ſome Reaſm Will * 


to think, may have been ſpirited up to a Reſentment 
againſt me, on Occaſion of my Eſſay; much in the ſan 
manner, as was complained of by the Biſhop; and that 
Inſtance has afforded me a good Reaſon to publiſh this in * 
my own Defence. And as the Counteſs did not take "oy 
amiſs his Lordſhip's. Dedication, ſo I hope the good Lach | 


whom 7 n lefs venerate and efteem, will not blame me, va 


for making Uſe of that great Prelates Dedication to his 10 
Counteſs, here, it being ſo applicable to my own Caſe; 5 
ſince the Treatment I have met with from the Letter- 1 
Mriier, as well as the Miſunderſtanding, that unhappij b 


Parallel. And tha /{/ards. of fo great a Many. ti þ By 
honourable and accompliſhed a Lady, will certainly give 


—— a Means of the Ladys having a better Opinion of 
the Eſſay, and the Deſen therein recommended: as wel 


cc 
as s reſtere me to that goed, Hſteem ſhe had often eh 0 ; 
for me, till ome, had prevailed. on. ber to think, (that, » WI .. 
the Biſhop terras it) in my Eſſay a: Snake: Jay: under th 4e g 
Flantain. But as Nuſtice is Part, of Gudugſi, and:ths Will «< ; 
| "Lady: ſo tender, not willingly: to tran{gre/s againſt eitlur: Wil « | 
Ham, perſuaded, after her; candid; Permit of my Defance Will « , 


I: ſhall as much, experience the ane, as have done: the 
ether; and which will be gſfeemed a, great Happineſs 
The. Biſhop's Vindication. to that Countaſi, was in thek 
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&. Sayings of Men for the Oracles of G OD, and held: 
dy * for convincing Arguments; and St. PAUL's. 


"Right HohonMible aud 4 Raligho Lady, 
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- Counteſs ge of Dx VONSHIRE. 


HEN I refletck upon the infinite Diſ- 
S utes, which have troubled the Publick 
Meetings of Chriſtendom, concerning 
Original Sin; and how impatient and 
oi vert ſome Men lately have been, when I 


« fired to them ny Endeavours and Conjeftures cuncerning 
« that Queftion, with Purpoſes very differing from what 
et were ſeen in the Face of other Mens Deſigns, and had 
handled it ſa, that God might be glorified inthe Article, and 


Men might be inſtructed and edified, in order to a good 


Life; I could not but think, that wiſe Heathen ſaid 
„rarely well in his little Adage, relating to the preſent 


6c Subject, Els Hater leunty. Mankind was born 


to be a Ridd, dle, and our Nativity is in the dark.. For 


* Men have taken the Liberty to think what they pleaſe, 
Land to ſay what they think; and they affirm many. 
« Things, and can prove but few Things; and take the 


I 2 6 Tert 


9 


« IF &e. Koran bell be hoerd inal, becauſe he ſpait 
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St. AvsTIN's:Commentary, 


*< againſt-ſuch Men, who in ſome Things were not to be | 
« beard: and after all, becauſe his Doctrine was talen 
&* fax granted by ignorant Ages, and being reteived fo 
« lang, was incorporated into the reſolved Doctrine of the 
Church, with fo great a firmineſs ; it became almoſt 4 
$* Shame, to examine what the World believed ſo unſi ſuf: 
« ectingiy; ; and he that ſhall firſt attinppt it, Imuſt re 
10 ſolve to give up a great Portion of his Reputation, t 
44 A torn in pieces by the Ignorant, and by the Zealous, 
0 by ſome of the Learned, and by all the Envious ; and 
«. they who love to Teach in quiet, being at reſt in ther 
« Chairs and Pulpits, will be froward* when they are 


e awakened; and rather than they will be ſuſpected u 


(+ have taught ariiiſs, will juſtify an Error, by the re. 
i pronching of him that tell. them Truth, ; which Mm are 


_u pleaſed to call new. ' 


Fam Man differs from me in 0 pinin;-Lom nat 
« troubled at it, but tell him that Truth is in the Under. 
„ fanding, and Charity is in the Will, and is or aug ht 
& 0 be thore, before either his or my Opinion in theſe 
*C antroberſies can enter; and therefore we ought to Lov 
& alike, though we do not Underfand alike + But when | 
s find that Men are angry at my Ingenuity and Openneſs 
« of Difeourſe, and endeavour to hinder the Event of ny 
% Labours in the Miniſtry of Souls, and are impatient of 
% Contradiction or Variety of Explication, an Underftand: 
« ing of Queſtions ; I think my felf concerned to defend tht 
Truth which I have P ubliſhed, to acquit it from the 
4 Suſpicion of evil Appendages, to demonſtrate not only th 


Truth, but the Piety of it, and the Neceſſity, and thi 
66 ep ee which * this Dectrone 1 under flo 
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. many who do enter into the Houſes of the Rich and the 
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Der 
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5 4K 8 NN is Reaſon ſffetmit; Wh 
40 «fo many Fuſtifications of my Doctrine, before any Mane 
r « appears in Publict againſt it. But becauſe there are 


« Honourable, and whiſper ſecret Oppoſitions and Accuſa- 
«. tions, rather than Arguments againſt ny Doctrine; "the 
6 « good” Momen that are zealous for Religion, and male up 

« in the Paſſions of one Faculty what is not ſo viſible in 


d the Acklions and Operation: of another, are ſure to h- 


« affrighted before they be inſtructed; and Men- enter 
4 4 Caveat in that Court before they try the Cauſe : But 


« that is not all; for I have found, that ſome Men, to 
4 qhom 1 gave and deſigned my Labours, and for whoſe _ 


« ſake” I was willing to ſuffer the Perſecution of @ ſuſ- 


. pected. Truth, haue been fo unjuſt to me, and. fo u. 


60 * ſerviceable to your ſelf, (MAD Am) and to ſome other 
« excellent and rare Perſenages, as to tell Stories, and give 
« Names to my Propoſi tion; and by ſecret Murmurs hin- 
6c der you from receiving that Good, which your N idm 
1 anal your Piety t would have di iſcerned. there, if they had © 
44 not affrighted you with telling, that a Snake lay under 
6c the Plantain; and that this Doctrine, which is as od. 
60 ſome as the Fruits of Paradiſe, was enwrapped with 
ce «© the infolding of. a Serpent, ſubile and fallacious. 


„Mapa, Lhnow the Arts of theſe Men; and they * 


e often put me in mind of what was told me by Mr. 
« SACKVILL, the late Earl of Done” s Uncle; that 
« the cunning Sects F the World, (he named the Jeſuits 


« and the Presbyterians). did more prevail by Whiſpering 


„„to Ladies, than all the Church of England and the more 


6 ſober Proteſtants could do by fine Force and ' Strength of 
« Argument. For they by Prejudice or Fears, terrible 
as. pp RY « Things 
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. Lee 1 may give 3 Hs 
"Gila ax ſelf the more 
Zinn, ner only becauſe you' are Zealous — Wh 1 
on: of bit Cburch, and are a Per 
n Religron ; but alſo becauſe | you have. poſed 
0 * Ade, Obligations upon me ʒ far which all 'my Service 


